[bookmark: _Hlk121604569]Arm’s Length:  (Re)Connecting with People…

Jesus, in His great commission, instructed His disciples to go, tell, baptize, and disciple those in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the furthest reaches of Earth.  We have been so diligent in our outreach, serving in our Judea (Campbell County), Samaria (Downtown Cincinnati), and internationally (WMU).  But, what about Jerusalem.  What about those in our own homes, families, and friends.  There is a massive group of people, whom we love dearly, who need to know the grace of God as shown through Jesus.  There could be no greater calling or harvest than these.  Let us follow the Lord in reaching those within Arm’s Length of us.

8 But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.  (1 Timothy 5:8)

The Greatest Distance in the World – this impacts relationships here as well.

Causes of family division:
Abuse		Infidelity		Lack of Commitment	Disagreements
Divorce	Money		Step & In-Law		Addiction

Reactions to family division:
Contempt	Criticism	Defensiveness	Stonewalling		Lack of Trust
Neglect	Silence	Distance		Apathy		Regret/Shame

Results of family conflict:
Brokenness		Anxiety		Fear		Loneliness
Crisis of Faith	Generational		Sin		Poor Health

Forgiveness is   Required  .
12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  (Colossians 3:12-13)

A Biblical   Roadmap  .
1) You 
23 Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life.  (Proverbs 4:23)
19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”  (Romans 12:19)
2) Go
15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother.  (Matthew 18:15)
3) Love
2 Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.  (Galatians 6:2)
8 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins.
(1 Peter 4:8)

Seek   HIM  .
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

23 So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.  (Matthew 5:23-24)

If you are FORGIVEN  You must FORGIVE others.

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – We must each be healthy in all parts of our lives – Spiritually, Physically, Emotionally, Financially, and Relationally.  What is the impact on the others if one of these is broken?

Tuesday – God commands us to forgive, as we have been forgiven. Why is this a requirement and how does this show your witness/testimony to others?  

Wednesday – Life is filled with so many small/petty arguments (revealed in hindsight) that could cost one their eternity. Who do you need to seek reconciliation with (either for them or for you?)

Thursday – Resolving conflict is not about cementing blame, but forging a foundation for relationship. This requires humility and transparency. What are some best practices for communicating your desire to forgive or be forgiven?

Friday – Family conflict hurts the other parts of our lives and tarnishes our witness/testimony about Jesus. What wouldn’t you do to be sure those you love are in Heaven? START TODAY!  You. Go. Love.
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