[bookmark: _Hlk121604569]Arm’s Length:  Reaching those closest to us…

Jesus, in His great commission, instructed His disciples to go, tell, baptize, and disciple those in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the furthest reaches of Earth.  We have been so diligent in our outreach, serving in our Judea (Campbell County), Samaria (Downtown Cincinnati), and internationally (WMU).  But, what about Jerusalem.  What about those in our own homes, families, and friends.  There is a massive group of people, whom we love dearly, who need to know the grace of God as shown through Jesus.  There could be no greater calling or harvest than these.  Let us follow the Lord in reaching those within Arm’s Length of us.

8 But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.  (1 Timothy 5:8)

A walk through the raindrops.  Where is your family?

Getting our children on the boat.
3 When she could hide him no longer, she took for him a basket made of bulrushes and daubed it with bitumen and pitch. She put the child in it and placed it among the reeds by the river bank.  (Exodus 2:3)

Generational faith begins with you.
5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well.  (2 Timothy 1:5)

Start where you are.
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.  (James 1:5)

9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.  (Romans 10:9-10)

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

Let your light shine.
14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that[a] they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.  (Matthew 5:14-16)





The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – As our lives draw to an end…we seek a blessed assurance that we will be in heaven and our family will be there with us.  Why do we wait so long to understand this and pursue it?

Tuesday – It is one thing to say and quite another to do/show it.  What are the differences and why is showing faith a more powerful testimony than simply using words?  

Wednesday – Each of our families have those we are not convinced will be in Heaven.  Who is/are those in your family?  Write those name(s) down and pray for them daily that God would use YOU to show them His truth.

Thursday – Who are the generations that your present faith is built on?  What about their faith pointed you?  Are you reflecting that same light before those within arm’s length of you?

Friday – People make the decision to pursue faith or not based on a host of reasons/excuses.  What are the main obstacles to reaching those closest to you?
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