[bookmark: _Hlk121604569]Be Still:  Faith brings Peace…

We recently explored the writing on the wall and seen God’s word to us – Jesus saves!  God’s Word offers the gift of peace.  Join us as we seek to better understand what peace is, where peace finds its source, and how we might claim it and make it today.

“Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!”  (Psalm 46:10)

God is calling for peace among His people.  Peace with God, Peace with others, and Peace within ourselves.

23 And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him. 24 And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep. 25 And they went and woke him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing.” 26 And he said to them, “Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. 27 And the men marveled, saying, “What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey him?”  (Matthew 8:23-27)

Jesus is human…
23 And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him. 24 And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep.  (Matthew 8:23-24)
	Hungry	Thirsty	Tired		Angry
	Wept		Loves		Bled		Died

Why are you afraid…
25 And they went and woke him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing.” 26 And he said to them, “Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm.  (Matthew 8:25-26)
· Jesus did not stop the storm from coming
· They could have perished. Their faith wasn’t needed to avoid the storm, but to sustain them through the storm – even to death
· No faith = fear.  Faith = peace

Jesus is God…
27 And the men marveled, saying, “What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey him?”  (Matthew 8:27)
· For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,  (1 Timothy 2:5)	
	
Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every way. The Lord be with you all.  (2 Thessalonians 3:16)

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Storms can pop up at just the wrong time and create worry.  Will it ruin my plans?  Will it ruin my garden?  Will it flood my home?  Why does God use a “storm” as a metaphor for our lives?

Tuesday – When have “storms” come up in your life?  How did you feel while the storm was raging?  What sustained you through it?  How will you do it different next time?  

Wednesday – Jesus calmed the storm – He didn’t prevent it.  Why didn’t Jesus prevent the storm?  What was the lesson for them and for us today?

Thursday – Jesus said, “O you of little faith”.   How would the situation have been different if they have great faith?

Friday – The disciples asked, “Who is this man that even the winds and waves obey Him?”  Who do you say Jesus is?  Do your faith and actions testify to who you say He is?
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