[bookmark: _Hlk121604569]Be Still:  Peace at a Price…

We recently explored the writing on the wall and seen God’s word to us – Jesus saves!  God’s Word offers the gift of peace.  Join us as we seek to better understand what peace is, where peace finds its source, and how we might claim it and make it today.

“Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!”  (Psalm 46:10)

God is calling for peace among His people.  Peace with God, Peace with others, and Peace within ourselves.

27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.  (John 14:27)

What is the price of peace?  Around $14.4 trillion, according to the Institute for Economics and Peace.  That's about $5 a day for every person on the planet.

14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.  (Ephesians 2:14-16)

To God
34 And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”[a] And they cast lots to divide his garments.  (Luke 23:34)

46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  (Matthew 27:46)

46 Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last.  (Luke 23:46)

To All
28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.”  (John 19:28)

30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.  (John 19:30)




To Family
26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home.  (John 19:26-27)

To One
43 And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.”  (Luke 23:43)

So, what is the cost of peace for us:
Self    Ignorance    Forgiveness    Anger    Pride    Jealousy    Life    Fear    Anxiety
FAITH
And, that is a small price to pay!

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – The world makes peace through war, fear, and money.  God instructs us to achieve far differently.  How does the world achieve peace?  Is it lasting?  Why not?  Why is God’s?

Tuesday – World peace doesn’t last because people and nations don’t last.  God endures forever.  How can you access God’ peace?  How can you have it with and pass it along to others?  

Wednesday – Jesus was making and calling for peace on the cross.  How do the 7 utterances of Christ on the cross demonstrate this?

Thursday – Jesus is achieving peace for us with God, each other, and within each of us.  Where are you in greatest need of that peace?  What is your plan to make it?

Friday – Jesus paid a great price to win peace for us.  What are you asked to “give up” in exchange for peace with God, others, and self?  Is this a small price to pay in comparison?
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