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God is a builder.  He designed, spoke, and created the universe.  He built us, fellowship, community, church, and His kingdom.  God builds the eternal.  Meanwhile, man builds the temporary things of this world.  We build walls, empires, and illusions of self grandeur.  God seeing this built a bridge, in the form of Jesus, for us to return to Him.  Let’s look at what, where, when, and how to spend our time and resources – the very building blocks of our faith and eternity.   

For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it?  (Luke 14:28)

Last week we talked about building and trying to reach God.  We found that stacking stones, one on the other, will never get us there.  Now what?  The answer begins to appear just a few chapters after Tower of Babel.

Jacob’s Ladder
10 Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. 11 And he came to a certain place and stayed there that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place to sleep. 12 And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it! 13 And behold, the Lord stood above it and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring. 14 Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15 Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land. For I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.” 17 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”

Jesus is the Ladder
51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”  (John 1:51)

9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture.  (John 10:9 NIV)

God Comes to Us
6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,[a] 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.  (Philippians 2:6-7)



Today is a special day as we celebrate, remember, and honor mothers and moms – both biological and relational.

12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.  (Exodus 20:12)

Moms do the:
· Ordinary
· Gross
· Mundane
· Everything – wearing many hats
· Hard – loving and believing
· Impossible – mom goggles

They see what the rest of the world can’t or won’t.  They believe and never give up.  They love the unlovable and move the immovable.  This is in the very likeness of God.

Now don’t get me wrong.  They can be a little goofy.  

Today, we praise God by honoring our moms!


The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Man’s efforts fail to reach God.  For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  Why is understanding this truth paramount to understanding our faith and who God is?

Tuesday – Jacob’s dream reveals a truth about God love for us.  What does the Ladder to Heaven reveal about God’s love for you?

Wednesday – The dream is not fulfilled in Jacob’s life, but in Jesus’.  Jesus is the fulfillment of prophecy, promise, and God’s presence with us.  How is this better than if our efforts worked?

Thursday – Mother’s Day can be bittersweet based on your experience and relationship with your mom.  What are your fondest memories of your mom?  How does God reveal Himself in them?

Friday – We don’t have to build a tower or ladder.  We only have to build our faith which reveals God do us in the form of Jesus.  How are you investing and building your faith today?
