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In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep.  God overcame the darkness with light and filled the void with the universe.  Since then we oscillate from light to dark.  We capitulate from hope to doubt saving all we can for time that is not certain to arrive.  We can neither create or save time.  We can only spend it wisely as it passes ever quicker.  Join us as we see how God is producing peace in our hearts and families when we spend His time wisely in our lives.

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  (Luke 2:8)

The shepherds are an integral part of the Christmas story.  There they were watching over their flocks when the God of the Universe revealed something else entirely to them.  They were doing what they thought was most important.  They were watching out for physical danger when God revealed the only answer to the spiritual danger they, and all of us, were in.  With eyes opened, they were changed forever. 

22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but the boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25 And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”

28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
(Matthew 14:22-33)

Matthew, Mark, and John all record the events of the night after Jesus fed the 5,000.  John’s account gives a few more details like they were rowing across the sea to Capernaum.  Further, he tells us they were 3-4 offshore when something amazing happened.  And, it is only Matthew’s retelling that includes Peter joining Jesus on the water.

Wait for Him
25 And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea.  (Mt 14:25)


Watch for Him
26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear.  (Mt 14:26)

Walk to Him
28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus.  (Mt 14:28-29)

Worship Him
32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”  (Mt 14:32-33)

	They were able to advance with Him — physically and spiritually.
Old Testament says, “who alone stretched out the heavens and trampled the waves of the sea,”  (Job 9:8)

Further revelation of Jesus as “Son of God” …as He walked on the water unlike Moses who walked through it.

43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.  (Mt 24:43-44)

What are you waiting for?  
Who are you waiting for?
Will you recognize Him when He appears?
Will you have the courage to join Him on the water?











The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – The disciples were tired after the feeding and then rowing for hours.  Exhausted.  How can fatigue impact our vision of life and God?  How can it make us miss when He appears?

Tuesday – Jesus walked on the water to them.  He let nothing stand between the promise He made to join them.  What distance is Jesus covering right now to reach you?

Wednesday – Peter initiated the “walk on water” sequence when he asked Jesus to command him to join Him.  This is a “be careful what you wish for” moment.  When have you had a moment like this?  What did you learn from it?

Thursday – Peter became scared and began to sink yet Jesus didn’t leave him or let him drown.  How does this bring you hope in your lapse(s) of faith?

Friday – Jesus is revealed again as the Son of God and God Himself.  What are the miracles, wonders, and signs God has used to a) get your attention and b) see Him for who He is?
