[bookmark: _Hlk121604569]Enough is Enough:  Christ’s words to the Church…

The world is filled with negativity, fighting, and separation.  People spend their time discovering all the ways others offend or fail to cater to them.  So much darkness.  It is for this reason many churches choose to focus on the positive – sometimes to a fault.  We focus on the salvation, but not the required life change.  We proclaim God’s mercy and grace and skim past His command to go and sin no more.  We need boundaries, established for our good, and to be redirected back into them.  God most assuredly speaks, “Peace, be still” just as He says, “enough”.  Join us as we search His whole Word for that which guides us in Spirit and truth right back to Him.

5 It is better for a man to hear the rebuke of the wise than to hear the song of fools
(Ecclesiastes 7:5)

We have seen the last few weeks that God is speaking straight to those He loves and is telling us enough.  Enough of the selfish anger, grumbling, lying, and discouragement.  He is speaking straight to the church and each one of our hearts.

We began this conversation by looking at the little donkey…and how he had vision and see what Balaam, his rider/owner, could not.  Today, we are going to look at another vision…that was meant for us today.

John, the one whom Jesus loved, was according to tradition, poisoned, thrown into boiling oil, and ultimately exiled to the isle of Patmos.  This is where he received an amazing Revelation.

Words from Heaven.
The words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands.

The words of the first and the last, who died and came to life.

The words of him who has the sharp two-edged sword.

The words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like burnished bronze.

The words of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars.

The words of the holy one, the true one, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens.

The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of God's creation.



Encouragement for the church.
2 “I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. 3 I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name's sake, and you have not grown weary.  (Revelation 2:2-3)

9 “‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the slander[a] of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.  (Revelation 2:9)

13 “‘I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, and you did not deny my faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.  (Revelation 2:13)

19 “‘I know your works, your love and faith and service and patient endurance, and that your latter works exceed the first.  (Revelation 2:19)

8 “‘I know your works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name.  (Revelation 3:8)

Yet…Enough is Enough.
14 But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality.  (Revelation 2:14)

20 But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols.  (Revelation 2:20)

“‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 2 Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight of my God.  (Revelation 3:1b-2)

16 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth.  (Revelation 3:16)

4 But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first.  (Revelation 2:4)

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.





Why is Communion/Lord’s Supper important?
The purpose of communion is threefold:
· Remember Jesus’ sacrifice.
· Serve as a memory of what Jesus went through for humanity.
· Signifies the spiritual sustenance and solidarity of believers within the body of Christ.

Who can take Communion at Mentor?
Baptist churches practice open communion, which means anyone who recognizes Jesus as their Lord and Savior can take communion.

Do this in remembrance of Me.

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – It is easy to be focused on the negative, what we aren’t, or what we wish we were. Jesus was speaking directly to the church and each of us. Why should that alone fill you with great joy?

Tuesday – God only corrects those He loves. The correction is for our good. Which of the lessons Jesus sent applies most to you? Why? What are you doing about it?  

Wednesday – The church is made of the people. We each have skills and flaws that contribute to the overall health of the church. How can one person’s flaws and talents effect the whole body?

Thursday – Jesus commended the churches for all the good they were doing. How do you think God would look upon your labor (for Him) and compliment you? If none, let’s get you plugged in!

Friday – Communion is a special time to remember Jesus and His ultimate act of love to save us. Why is Communion special to you? How do you connect with God through it?
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