[bookmark: _Hlk121604569]Enough is Enough:  More than a feeling…

The world is filled with negativity, fighting, and separation.  People spend their time discovering all the ways others offend or fail to cater to them.  So much darkness.  It is for this reason many churches choose to focus on the positive – sometimes to a fault.  We focus on the salvation, but not the required life change.  We proclaim God’s mercy and grace and skim past His command to go and sin no more.  We need boundaries, established for our good, and to be redirected back into them.  God most assuredly speaks, “Peace, be still” just as He says, “enough”.  Join us as we search His whole Word for that which guides us in Spirit and truth right back to Him.

“Enough” can be used many ways:
	“She sang well enough”
	“Did you get enough to eat”
	“He had enough of their foolishness”
	“Enough is enough”

That phrase, “enough is enough”, is one we’ve all heard or delivered when it is time for one to “stop” what they are doing and be redirected.  The Bible calls this a “rebuke”.

There are many examples where God rebukes His people not to chastise but to draw them to Himself.  Jesus rebuked and saved.  So, we must study and follow both to experience all that God promises us.

5 It is better for a man to hear the rebuke of the wise than to hear the song of fools
(Ecclesiastes 7:5)

Balaam’s Donkey and the Angel – Numbers 22
	 
Selfish Anger
28 Then the Lord opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam, “What have I done to you, that you have struck me these three times?” 29 And Balaam said to the donkey, “Because you have made a fool of me. I wish I had a sword in my hand, for then I would kill you.”  (Numbers 22:28-29)

Selfless Love
30 And the donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not your donkey, on which you have ridden all your life long to this day? Is it my habit to treat you this way?” And he said, “No.”  (Numbers 22:30)

Saving Truth
31 Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the Lord standing in the way, with his drawn sword in his hand. And he bowed down and fell on his face. 32 And the angel of the Lord said to him, “Why have you struck your donkey these three times? Behold, I have come out to oppose you because your way is perverse before me. 33 The donkey saw me and turned aside before me these three times. If she had not turned aside from me, surely just now I would have killed you and let her live.”  (Numbers 22:31-33)

Saving Response
34 Then Balaam said to the angel of the Lord, “I have sinned, for I did not know that you stood in the road against me. Now therefore, if it is evil in your sight, I will turn back.”  (Numbers 22:34)

· This story should sound a little familiar (unfortunately)
· Balaam = Us
· Donkey = Our Parents, Teachers, Authority Figures
· The real story is about God
· Balaam = Us 
· Donkey = Jesus
· A response for eternity.
· “Say you are sorry”
· “Say you love Him”
· A simple prayer is simply not “enough”
· Faith that turns you around
· Transformation that changes you
· The evidence of salvation is the change

This is not a message for children.  This is a message for all of us!  Choose Him today!

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Enough is enough.  When is enough, enough?  Well, it depends…on what we are eating, drinking, collecting, etc.  What is something in your life that you know God is telling you “enough”?

Tuesday – God sends people and His Word to direct us.  Why do we reject correction and rebuke?  How is life and eternity improved with our acceptance of His correction?  

Wednesday – A simple prayer as a child is not enough.  Simply attending church is not enough.  A simple faith and simply obeying are what are required.  Do your faith and obedience prove your salvation by God’s grace through Jesus?

Thursday – It is not easy.  We don’t want to hear correction, but we must know that God is doing it out of love and for our protection.  How can you remind yourself of this truth in the midst of rebuke?

Friday – God is good and He loves you.  Like the donkey…He proves this over and over.  How can He use you as the donkey to point others back to Him?
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