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Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  The foundation of our faith is based on what God has done and said.  Over the next few weeks we will explore the foundations of our faith that give us firm footing to stand and lean on.  We will see how God’s Word is faithful and true.  We will see the truth in the past and present to strengthen our faith in what is yet to come.  Join us as a explore and strengthen the foundations of our faith in God.

	For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
	(1 Corinthians 3:11)

Over the last few weeks we have explored our foundation of faith.  We’ve seen how God spoke and breathed His Word to us.  We’ve lifted our prayer and praise back to Him in a cosmic and divine dialogue.  Then, we saw how we must put His words into action as doers.  Today, we take the next step from merely “doing” things to “doing things for Him.”

Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.”  (Matthew 22:21b)

What is God’s?
Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God?  You are not your own, for you were bought with a price.  So glorify God in your body.  (1 Corinthians 6:19-20)

A new sacrifice.
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.  (Romans 12:1)

Where do I start?
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.  (Romans 12:2)

Ok.  What does that mean?
Do not love the world or the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world.  (1 John 2:15-16)

Desires of the flesh
This includes everything that appeals to our appetites and involves excessive desires for food, drink, sex, and anything else that satisfies physical needs.
Desires of the eyes
This involves materialism, coveting what we see and don’t have and envying those who have what we want.
Pride of life
This is defined by any ambitions for what  puffs us up and puts us on the throne of our own lives.

Build on your foundation.
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.
(2 Timothy 3:14-17)

Sacrifices were brought to and made at the temple.  The temple was not sacrificed.  The temple was consecrated and made Holy as the dwelling place of God.  What is brought to you?  Is it a sacrifice to the Lord or for your own gain?  Are you changing in money in the temple or are you using it to glorify Him.

What is being brought to you?  What are you bringing in? 

Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.


The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Jesus said “give unto to Caesar what is Caesar’s and give to God what is God’s”.  What belongs to this world and what belongs to God?  What part of you belongs to each?

Tuesday – Greater love has no one than to lay his life down for others.  We are to offer ourselves as a living sacrifice.  What is the difference between a dead sacrifice and a living one?  Why is it obsolete to offer God a “dead” or blood sacrifice?

Wednesday – In what ways are we do turn from the world and be transformed by God’s Holy Spirit?  What parts of you have been transformed?  What parts still need to be?

Thursday – The desires of the flesh, eyes, and pride are all unique battles that can rage simultaneously.  How can we fight on all these different fronts?  What is your best weapon?

Friday – A foundation is meant for building and standing on.  God’s Word about Christ is dependable while Christ is our firm foundation and cornerstone.  In what ways do you need to stand more on Him as your firm foundation?
