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Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  The foundation of our faith is based on what God has done and said.  Over the next few weeks we will explore the foundations of our faith that give us firm footing to stand and lean on.  We will see how God’s Word is faithful and true.  We will see the truth in the past and present to strengthen our faith in what is yet to come.  Join us as a explore and strengthen the foundations of our faith in God.

	For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
	(1 Corinthians 3:11)

We have seen that God speaks to us in His Word and we speak to God through our prayers.  Today, we will look at the commands of God to follow and be “doers” of His Word.

	But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
	(James 1:22)

James 1:
· Consider it pure joy when you face trials of many kinds. (James 1:2)
· If any of you lacks wisdom – ask and it will be given. (James 1:5)
· Every good and perfect gift is from God. (James 1:17)

Be “doers” of the Word.
But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.  (James 1:22)

Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger;  for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God.  Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.  (James 1:19-21)

The Bible repeats these.
· Do not fear.
· Be strong and courageous.
· Have faith and believe.
· Commandments and the Law.

Jesus says “do” this.
· Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind.  Love your neighbor.
· Love one another.  By this they will know that you are my disciples.
· Love your enemies and pray for them.

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.  You are my friends if you do what I command you.  No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you.  You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.  These things I command you, so that you will love one another.  Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God.  Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.  (John 15:12-17)

Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – It is easy to listen, read, and sing about God’s goodness and mercy.  It is harder to put it into practice.  Why is it so challenging to be a “doer” of God’s Word?  Where is it toughest for you?

Tuesday – James says be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to anger.  Which of these are you best and worst at?  How do these help you accomplish the goal of being a “doer” of the Word?

Wednesday – The Bible repeats many themes that all point to Jesus.  Things like “do not fear”, “be strong and courageous”, and “have faith/believe”.  God repeating Himself shows importance.  What messages do you hear/sense He is repeating (screaming) to you?

Thursday – Jesus spent much time teaching the message of the law (don’t do).  He also said the law it fulfilled through love (doing).  Who do you find most difficult to love?  Who have you been withholding your love from?  How can they see God through your love “doing” His will?

Friday – Greater love has no one than to lay down his life for his friends.  This includes your time, talent, treasure, prayer, pride, and opinions.  How are you laying your life down for others?  Where are you clinging to your life and thus withholding your love (and His) from others?



