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Seeds long to sprout, grow tall, and bear the fruit they were intended for.  We long for the same thing.  Believers accept the gift of grace offered through faith in Jesus Christ.  Then, we are compelled to grow.  But what does that really mean?  What is the purpose of the spiritual growth we seek?  And how can we grow and bear the spiritual fruit God intended us for?

But we don’t seek to grow for the sake of growth.  There is a greater purpose, greater joy, and higher calling to growth.  Join us as we examine the conditions necessary and power required to produce true and lasting spiritual growth.

26 And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. 27 He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how.
(Mark 4:26-27)

The Bible uses the word “root” in many places.  Most often “root” is used figuratively to symbolize a source, cause, or foundation.  Biblical meaning of “roots” include:

· Strength in the faith
· Foundational and Spiritual truths
· True faith and love that support spiritual growth
· The importance of maintaining a strong connection to faith in Christ 

Rooted in Christ.
10 In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.  (Isaiah 11:10)

7 “And from a branch from her roots one shall arise in his place. He shall come against the army and enter the fortress of the king of the north, and he shall deal with them and shall prevail.  
(Daniel 11:7)

16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”  (Revelation 22:16)

Know where you’re rooted.
16 If the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, so is the whole lump, and if the root is holy, so are the branches.  (Romans 11:16)

10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.
(1 Timothy 6:10)

See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled;  (Hebrews 12:15)

10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  (Matthew 3:10)

Rooted to grow.
7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. 8 He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit.”
(Jeremiah 17:7-8)

7 rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.  (Colossians 2:7)

· In all things, BELIEVE
· In all ways, ENGAGE
· By all means, BRING THEM

Growth begins today!

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – We all find the strength to go one more day. Where do we muster this from? Where do you find the strength to do what you do each day? What energizes you?

Tuesday – The Bible refers to “roots” as the mechanism for us to find and receive strength physically, emotionally, and spiritually. Which one do you need the most and why? How does having roots to the source of this power comfort and sustain you?   

Wednesday – We can be rooted to good or evil and each bears its own kind of fruit. How can we be sure that we are rooted to the right source? (Hint: check the fruit it bears – good or bad)

Thursday – Isaiah and Daniel foretold the root of Jesse that they waited for. Jesus described Himself as that root. He said we are clean by grace through faith, but power and fruit come from abiding in Him. How can you remain, abide, and cling to Him? What fruit is born from this? 

Friday – Soil, seeds, and roots so simply describe the complex nature of our existence and hope. Where are you on this journey? Are you a seed in ground still waiting or a sprout? Are you growing tall and strong bearing much fruit or are you withering? Examine where you are and remember that Jesus is the source of all power and will water and feed you grow miraculously. 
