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Seeds long to sprout, grow tall, and bear the fruit they were intended for.  We long for the same thing.  Believers accept the gift of grace offered through faith in Jesus Christ.  Then, we are compelled to grow.  But what does that really mean?  What is the purpose of the spiritual growth we seek?  And how can we grow and bear the spiritual fruit God intended us for?

But we don’t seek to grow for the sake of growth.  There is a greater purpose, greater joy, and higher calling to growth.  Join us as we examine the conditions necessary and power required to produce true and lasting spiritual growth.

26 And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. 27 He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how.
(Mark 4:26-27)

We have examined the whole process of planting and growing.  We dug deeper into seeds and roots.  And, this entire discussion has been a parable to explain how God is trying to reach us.  Jesus explained this process and role we have in His teaching as well.  The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke all capture His Parable of the Sower.

Luke 8:4-15
4 And when a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town came to him, he said in a parable, 5 “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the path and was trampled underfoot, and the birds of the air devoured it. 6 And some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. 7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up with it and choked it. 8 And some fell into good soil and grew and yielded a hundredfold.” As he said these things, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
The Purpose of the Parables
9 And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, 10 he said, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables, so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.’ 11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 13 And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away. 14 And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. 15 As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.

•	The farmer sows seeds on a path, rocky ground, thorny ground, and good soil. 
•	The seed on the path is taken away. 
•	The seed on the rocky ground withers because it has no root to sustain it. 
•	The seed on the thorny ground is choked by the thorns. 
•	The seed on the good soil grows and yields a crop.
Jesus used the parable to explain how people respond to the Gospel. In the parable, the sower represents Jesus, the seed represents the Gospel, and the different soils represent people's responses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Today, we are going to look at where we are and where we go from here.

Good soil.
You can see people in this room who have been radically transformed by not just hearing, but applying the saving grace of faith in Jesus Christ to their lives.  They were one way and are now completely the other direction.  Their hearts, actions, words, and testimony have been radically transformed.  The seeds of the Gospel that Jesus was scattering fell on good soil and much fruit is being produced through their faith which is rooted in truth.

Rocky soil.
Then, have you ever met someone who used to be a very important part of the church, but drifted away?  What happens?  Jesus makes this very clear in the parable of the sower….saying there are some people who look and act like Christians and are even at the church…but have not surrendered their lives fully to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  So, they drift away.  These are like the seeds scattered on the rocky ground.

Thorny soil.
Then, there are some who call themselves Christians and maybe able to quote a lot of scripture and have much Bible knowledge but lack integrity.  They say one thing and do another.  “Yeah, I’m a Christian”…but, they may be rude, harsh, selfish, or worse.  It would seem those seeds are growing among the thorns of this life.  The Spirit is pulling them one way while the flesh is pulling them back and away.

Question: When others look at you, what do they see?  Is it clear from the fruit of your life that you are a follower of Jesus and are being transformed by His Lordship?

People will look at these scenarios and ask, “can you lose your salvation?”.  The answer = No.  If you could do something to so terrible as to lose it, it would suggest you can do something equally great to earn it.  Nope.  No one can take you from God’s hand, but one can walk/drift away from Him.

So, what is our response?
There are things in the church that God specifically equips and calls people to do…like:
Preaching, teaching, healing, prophecy, and speaking in tongues.

He chooses those to receive these gifts and calls them to serve Him with them.
What about the rest of us?  You may say “my knowledge of the Bible is not where it needs to be”.  Or, “I don’t have the ability to sing that way or teach that way…so, what can I do?”.

Well, I listened to a speaker this week in a podcast who really got my attention.  She used a phrase, “Takes No Talent”.  The greatest impact that any person can have in a community, business, or church setting like this TAKES NO TALENT.  So, what does that mean?

Although some are specifically equipped with gifts of the Spirit, the Fruit of the Spirit is freely given to all who believe and abide in Jesus.

It TAKES NO TALENT to:
· Believe
· Be moved
· Be joyful
· Be kind
· Be generous
· Be present
· Be of good cheer
· Be hospitable
· Be real and honest
· Be sorry
· Be forgiving
· Be available

· Pray
· Read
· Serve

These are all things that take intention…but, not talent.  They take an attitude of faith and the effort of being faithful.  Attitude and Effort TAKE NO TALENT but can make all the difference.

A small portion of Faith and Faithfulness can transform songs into worship.
A small portion of Faith and Faithfulness can change serving into testimony.
A small portion of Faith and Faithfulness can renew your spirit and draw you back to the Lord.

It TAKES NO TALENT.  Your EFFORT is met by God’s TALENT and He will bear much fruit in your soul.

Where are you today?  You’ve heard the Gospel.  Are those seeds landing on the path, rocks, or thorns this morning…or are they landing in good soil?  Your reaction, your faith and faithfulness, and your response right now could change everything.

Change begins today!



The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Jesus taught in parables to make sure everyone could understand His teaching. How has Jesus reached you through one of His many parables? Which one and why?

Tuesday – Jesus taught the Parable of the Sower. Here Jesus is the Sower, the Gospel is the seed, and our response represents the soil. Which one most closely represents your response today? Has that changed over time? How so?   

Wednesday – The rocky soil shows that the message was received but roots are not being established. How can we be sure our roots are connected and our roots go deep?

Thursday – The thorny soil represents the gospel competing with he world in our soul. How can we remove the thorns and thus allow the seeds to fully grow and bear fruit? 

Friday – Attitude, effort, faith, and faithfulness TAKE NO TALENT. What are ways that you can demonstrate your faith and bear much fruit without any specific talent? These are all conditions of and driven by the heart. That’s all He’s ever wanted. 
