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Seeds long to sprout, grow tall, and bear the fruit they were intended for.  We long for the same thing.  Believers accept the gift of grace offered through faith in Jesus Christ.  Then, we are compelled to grow.  But what does that really mean?  What is the purpose of the spiritual growth we seek?  And how can we grow and bear the spiritual fruit God intended us for?

But we don’t seek to grow for the sake of growth.  There is a greater purpose, greater joy, and higher calling to growth.  Join us as we examine the conditions necessary and power required to produce true and lasting spiritual growth.

26 And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. 27 He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how.
(Mark 4:26-27)

Throughout the Bible, the harvest carries spiritual significance.  It is used in parables and as a metaphor for spiritual growth and health.  The harvest has always been a beautiful and important part of life on earth…the time when the year’s work bears fruit and people are fed.  It is symbolic of health and abundance.  It is for these reasons Jesus likens our spiritual journey to a planted seed that will sprout, grow, and bear fruit at the harvest.

You reap what you sow.
7 Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.  (Galatians 6:7-8)

· This is a blessed promise.
· The harvest and bounty is eternal life.
· A choice must be made.

A harvest of righteousness.
18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.  (James 3:18)

· Plants, and all living things, respond favorably to peace.

God provides.
10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.  (2 Corinthians 9:10)

· You must have peace to sow peace and thus reap righteousness.
· 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.  (John 14:27)
· 

It is time.
35 Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest.  (John 4:35)

· Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2 For he says, “In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.”  Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.
(2 Corinthians 6:1-2)

Believe and be saved!


The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Scripture speaks of spiritual growth as the journey of a seed. What is your spiritual journey. Think on this. Where are you now and where have you come from? How does it resemble the seed and its journey?

Tuesday – We have often heard the words, “be careful, you reap what you sow” in a negative light. How is this verse intended to be both a promise and encouragement to us? What are you reaping?   

Wednesday – A harvest of righteousness is what is promised for those who sow seeds of peace. What does it take to sow peace and reap a bountiful and peaceful harvest of righteousness?

Thursday – Ultimately, God provides and supplies all our needs. He is good and faithful. He provides the seed that we sow and is responsible for its growth in us and through us. Where do you need to lean more on God to supply this change (peace) in you and through you? 

Friday – Life has a way of deceiving us into thinking we have plenty of time. We simply do not. There is no time to wait or waste. Now is the time. What needs to change in you today? Ask God to begin that change in you today. 
