[bookmark: _Hlk68270192]I Saw the Light:  A Light Shines Through the Darkness…

Light has always been a symbol of holiness, goodness, knowledge, wisdom, grace, hope, and the very revelation of God.  He is not just a light or a kind of light…light is the nature and character of God.  God is light.  All light comes from Him and has a divine purpose.  We will see how God is shining His light in darkness to find us, save us, and draw us to Himself.	

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness.  (Genesis 1:3-4)

Before we see the light, we have to notice the dark
14 And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. 15 It is not surprising, then, if his servants also masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve.  (2 Corinthians 11:14-15)

You ever felt that way / Hardest time to pray is when in your hardest battle
The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid?  (Psalms 27:1)

even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you.  (Psalms 139:12)

This kind of light comes from the Lord only
24 Fire came out from the presence of the Lord and consumed the burnt offering and the fat portions on the altar. And when all the people saw it, they shouted for joy and fell facedown
(Leviticus 9:24)

Don’t let the fire of the Lord go out in our lives
12 The fire on the altar must be kept burning; it must not go out. Every morning the priest is to add firewood and arrange the burnt offering on the fire and burn the fat of the fellowship offerings on it.  (Leviticus 6:12)

First thing they did in the darkness is light Gods light
2 Then came the Festival of Dedication[a] at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was in the temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The Jews who were there gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”

25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand.  (John 10:22-28)

JESUS SAYS RETURN TO GOD AND BE HIS SHEEP AND HEAR HIS VOICE
The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – To appreciate the light we have to also understand darkness.  How has God used darkness in your life to reveal His light?

Tuesday – The longest night, the deepest sorrow, and the toughest battles require the greatest faith.  It is for this reason James says, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, when you encounter trials of many kinds”.  How/why could that be possible?  Have you experienced this?  

Wednesday – The light at creation and the Light of the World have one source.  God is Light and this is a great source of hope.  Where can the Light of God be observed in the world and your life?

Thursday – God’s Light is a fire burning inside us.  It drives us and is a light to others as well.  We must not let that light be extinguished.  What can you do to keep the Light of God burning bright in your soul? 

Friday – The early Jews lit the light at the Festival of Dedication marking Chanukah.  We sing songs about this little light of mine and not letting it go out.  How can habits help us 1) shine the light of God and 2) keep it lit all year round?
