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Spring has sprung and new life abounds. Vegetable and flower gardens are planted. Hanging baskets dangle waiting for life, color, flavor, and fragrance to be produced. God’s plan and very nature are revealed in the garden. The garden has witnessed and produced much. In the garden is where we last walked with God and where He is calling us back to be with Him for eternity. Let’s step into Scripture and walk with Him again, In the Garden.

8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day,
(Genesis 3:8a)

The Garden Tomb stands in stark contrast to the Garden of Eden. What was lost in Eden (life, fellowship, dominion, mortality) is regained and perfected here. It is the first tangible fruit of the "new creation", a physical manifestation of the spiritual victory won in Gethsemane, demonstrating God's power to bring life out of death in the very place where death seemed to have triumphed.
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Child. It’s time. Run to the Father.

Recognizing dads:
Our Heavenly Father, in His infinite wisdom and boundless love, sets the perfect example for all earthly fathers. He is our provider, our protector, our guide, and our constant source of unconditional love and grace. Just as God the Father faithfully watches over us, His children, so too are you, our dads, called to embody these divine characteristics in the lives of your families. You are the strong towers, the loving mentors, the patient teachers, and the unwavering pillars of support for your children. Your presence, your guidance, and your love are invaluable and irreplaceable. Today, we honor and affirm dads, recognizing the profound impact you have, and we pray that God's abundant blessings continue to strengthen you in this most sacred calling.








	
The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – God chose a garden as a backdrop to His story of creation, the fall, redemption, and eternity. Why do you think God chose a garden. What does it represent past, present, and future?

Tuesday – Jesus’ prays what is sometimes called, “the greatest prayer ever prayed” when He said, “not my will, but thy will be done”. Why could be described as the “best”? 

Wednesday – In Gethsemane, Jesus was anguished by the wait of the world’s sin, what He would face, those who would be lost, and His temporary separation of the Father and Spirit. What should anguish us? How does it anguish you today? How does that move you to action?

Thursday – Jesus prayed in Gethsemane. He was active on the cross and in the Garden tomb. Prayer is powerful but should MOVE us to action. How does this demonstrate being “more than hearers of the Word, but doers”? Faith is believing. Obedience is acting on faith. How are you moved by faith?

Friday – The resurrection proves all the rest of Scripture to be true. How is this true?
