[bookmark: _Hlk68270192]In the Garden:  The Garden of Eden…

Spring has sprung and new life abounds. Vegetable and flower gardens are planted. Hanging baskets dangle waiting for life, color, flavor, and fragrance to be produced. God’s plan and very nature are revealed in the garden. The garden has witnessed and produced much. In the garden is where we last walked with God and where He is calling us back to be with Him for eternity. Let’s step into Scripture and walk with Him again, In the Garden.

[bookmark: _Hlk199578320]8 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed. 9 And out of the ground the Lord God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 10 A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became four rivers.  (Genesis 2:8-10)

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it.
(Genesis 2:15)

A place of divine presence.
8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day,
(Genesis 3:8a)

A place of perfect provision and purpose.
9 And out of the ground the Lord God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  (Genesis 2:9)

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 
(Genesis 2:15)

A place of choice and accountability.
3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”
(Genesis 3:1)

23 therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken.  (Genesis 3:23)

So, what can be learned from all of this?

· God’s plan has always been for us to be in HIS presence. He didn't create us to suffer or struggle in isolation. The very design of Eden reveals a God who desires deep, loving relationship with His creation.
· Sin is a devastating force, but not the final word. The expulsion from Eden was a consequence of sin and a heartbreaking separation from God. But the story doesn't end there!
· Our ultimate hope is in a restored Eden, a new creation. The garden of Eden points us forward, not backward. It reminds us that this world, as beautiful as it is, is not our home.

How is God calling you today?
	
The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Gardens represent new life and are a habitat and sanctuary for cyclical and cooperative growth. How does this sound like our relationship with God and the collective believers (church)?

Tuesday – The garden reveals God’s intended purpose of being a protected environment for us to be in His presence. How can you be in His presence? Where are you most aware of it?

Wednesday – God provides for His people. He bears much fruit around, in, and through us. What fruit is God bringing forth as your draw nearer to Him? Where do you need pruning?

Thursday – Sin is devastating on so many levels. Where have you seen the sin of others create trauma and devastation? When has your sin been most devastating to you and others? 

Friday – God’s love is greater than sin and overcomes the darkness. The garden is restored and perfected as God restores and perfects us through grace. What do you imagine this restored state will be like, in the garden and in His presence?
