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The 2024 election is nearly upon us.  Political messages fill our TV’s and mailboxes.  We are bombarded with messages and passionately implored for our votes.  To be clear, politics are designed and have effectively divided people.  So, what is the church’s role in healing this divide and even shaping the policies by which we are governed?  We will search God’s Word and allow it to be the standard by which we evaluate all the issues of the day. 

12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage!  (Psalm 33:12)

Separation of church and state, right?
	Jefferson’s 1802 letter to the Danbury Baptist Association
	1954 Johnson Amendment

Why would government and politics work so hard to silence Christians?
	350 million people in the US
210 million Claim to be Christian
90 million Claim to be Evangelical Christian
	
Vote according to your personal consciences and Biblical values.

Called to Represent
20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  (2 Corinthians 5:20)

11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Salt and Light
13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet.  14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.  (Matthew 5:11-16)

Called to Warn
1 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “Son of man, speak to your people and say to them, If I bring the sword upon a land, and the people of the land take a man from among them, and make him their watchman, 3 and if he sees the sword coming upon the land and blows the trumpet and warns the people, 4 then if anyone who hears the sound of the trumpet does not take warning, and the sword comes and takes him away, his blood shall be upon his own head. 5 He heard the sound of the trumpet and did not take warning; his blood shall be upon himself. But if he had taken warning, he would have saved his life.  (Ezekiel 33:1-5)

Called to Vote
13 Choose for your tribes wise, understanding, and experienced men, and I will appoint them as your heads.’  (Deuteronomy 1:13)

Do not look to a person to save us.  Our faith is not in a political candidate or president.  Our hope is in Jesus.  Vote according to your personal consciences and Biblical values.

The fear tactics have been working…
	350 million people in the US
350,000 Christian Churches in America
210 million Claim to be Christian
90 million Claim to be Evangelical Christian
	15 million NOT even registered to vote
	45 million chose NOT to vote

If we don’t use our overwhelming voice to choose righteous leaders, who most closely align with Biblical principles, then the remaining void WILL be filled with the opposite – evil which opposes God and His people. 

What can we do to advance the kingdom of God for the glory of God, and to stem the tide of evil in our land until Jesus comes?

Called to Pray
14 if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 15 Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayer that is made in this place.
(2 Chronicles 7:14-15)

26 And I will restore your judges as at the first, and your counselors as at the beginning.  Afterward you shall be called the city of righteousness, the faithful city.”  (Isaiah 1:26)

Choose for Yourself
5 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  (Joshua 24:15)




The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Politics divide because they are about power.  Policy unites because it is about people.  How have you seen people divided by politics?  Are politics influencing you, your mood, your feelings about others, and your relationships? 

Tuesday – Christians are the silent majority.  Why have Christians grown quiet through the years?  How has fear quieted you? 

Wednesday – We are called to be God’s ambassadors in this world…all of it.  How can Christians influence policy to promote Biblical values and serve God by serving His people?

Thursday – We are called to warn others.  We are called to lead others.  We are called to encourage others.  How can we Christians lead others, the nation, and world?  How can this be accomplished without fighting, battles, and brokenness?

Friday – We are encouraged to choose for ourselves this day who we will serve.  In what specific ways can make sure we choose the Lord – and then lead others to do the same?
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