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The 2024 election is nearly upon us.  Political messages fill our TV’s and mailboxes.  We are bombarded with messages and passionately implored for our votes.  To be clear, politics are designed and have effectively divided people.  So, what is the church’s role in healing this divide and even shaping the policies by which we are governed?  We will search God’s Word and allow it to be the standard by which we evaluate all the issues of the day. 

12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage!  (Psalm 33:12)

The Constitution of the United States of America affirms the God-given rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness to all.  Last week, we examined and saw the value of life and the call to protect it.  This week, we will unlock the secrets of freedom, its source, and the great responsibility that comes with it.

	17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.
	(2 Corinthians 3:17)

Freedom is a precious gift to those who recognize the darkness and isolation of bondage.  We are captive to our: sin, laziness, addiction, and self.  We must choose freedom in Christ.

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.  (1 Peter 2:9)

Freedom from Sin and Death
6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin.  (Romans 6:6-7)

Freedom to Love and Serve
13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another.  (Galatians 5:13-15)

Freedom to Embrace our Identity in Christ
1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.  (Galatians 5:1)

34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave[a] to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.  (John 8:34-36)
So, what are we do responsibly do with this freedom?

1. Grow in Your Faith
Spend time in prayer and Bible study. Seek to deepen your relationship with God.
2. Love Others Selflessly
Love your neighbor as yourself.  This means putting the needs of others before your own.
3. Live a Life of Purpose 
Use your freedom to pursue God's calling on your life.  What are your passions and talents?  How can you use them to make a difference in the world?
4. Share Your Faith with Others
Tell others about the hope and freedom you have found in Christ.

17 Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” And they marveled at him.  (Mark 12:17)

20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.  (Revelation 3:20)

Do not look to a person to save us.  Our faith is not in a political candidate or president.  Our hope is in Jesus.  

Vote according to your personal consciences and Biblical values.


The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Elections are temporary and lead to the next election.  Sin is temporary and leads to the next sin.  Freedom, in Christ, is eternal.  Think of the eternal things of God.  How has He blessed you with eternal freedom and how is that so much better than what the world offers?

Tuesday – Elections are a time to choose.  God chose us over all creation and sent His Son to redeem us.  How has His choosing you changed your life and actions? 

Wednesday – We are given freedom, yet that freedom points to a narrow path.  How can it be called freedom if the path is narrow?  Is that really a choice at all?

Thursday – God is asking us to choose Him and others over ourselves.  This is in conflict to our flesh.  How are these in conflict and how can we consistently choose Him first?

Friday – The choice is yours.  Behold, He stands at the door and knocks.  Will you choose to let Him in?  Are you talking to Him through the closed door?  Through an open door?  Have you invited Him in?  Now is the time.
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