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The 2024 election is nearly upon us.  Political messages fill our TV’s and mailboxes.  We are bombarded with messages and passionately implored for our votes.  To be clear, politics are designed and have effectively divided people.  So, what is the church’s role in healing this divide and even shaping the policies by which we are governed?  We will search God’s Word and allow it to be the standard by which we evaluate all the issues of the day. 

12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage!  (Psalm 33:12)

And, in the context of a series about the importance of letting our Christian voices be heard…voting for those who more closely align with Biblical principles – by valuing and protecting the lives of the most vulnerable among us, guiding us toward legislation and appointing judges who support the same, and investing in foster care, adoption, and programs that walk alongside those who find themselves in an unwanted pregnancy – that is what we should be supporting with our Christian vote.  Vote according to your personal consciences and Biblical values.

Sanctity of life extends to all of humanity, but the most vulnerable of humanity are the preborn.  Because of the legalization of abortion, the preborn literally have no rights and no protection.

It was once said that “the most dangerous place to be is in your mother’s womb.”

I am going to tenderly and truthfully deal with this subject today.  Not so much as a rant against abortion, although I am unequivocally pro-life, but rather I’m going to place an emphasis on the fact that God values human life that He created in His image and likeness.  And, that every person from conception to natural death possesses inherent dignity and immeasurable worth.  This includes preborn children, the elderly, those with special needs or disabilities, those who are terminally ill, or those who are marginalized in some other way by society.  Men, women, youth and children, including preborn children should be respected regardless of their mental capacity, physical ability, or social standing.  The value of life is not determined by ethnicity, race, or gender.  Nor by age, ability, or background.  But, by the sole fact that every human being is created in the image and likeness of God.

I understand that this is a delicate topic that is deeply personal to many.  I understand the debate on both sides.  My intention here today is not to demonize or polarize.  My intention is to fully grasp the love which God has for us, His children – broken as we may be, and to see the value He places on each and every life.

My intention here today is to help us refocus our attention from internal to external, from flesh to the Spirit, and from our ways to His ways.



Protecting the Innocent
16 There are six things that the Lord hates, seven that are an abomination to him: 17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 18 a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that make haste to run to evil, 19 a false witness who breathes out lies, and one who sows discord among brothers.  (Proverbs 6:16-19)

Not a Modern Problem
Thus says the Lord, “Go, buy a potter's earthenware flask, and take some of the elders of the people and some of the elders of the priests, 2 and go out to the Valley of the Son of Hinnom at the entry of the Potsherd Gate, and proclaim there the words that I tell you. 3 You shall say, ‘Hear the word of the Lord, O kings of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem. Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, I am bringing such disaster upon this place that the ears of everyone who hears of it will tingle. 4 Because the people have forsaken me and have profaned this place by making offerings in it to other gods whom neither they nor their fathers nor the kings of Judah have known; and because they have filled this place with the blood of innocents, 5 and have built the high places of Baal to burn their sons in the fire as burnt offerings to Baal, which I did not command or decree, nor did it come into my mind— 6 therefore, behold, days are coming, declares the Lord, when this place shall no more be called Topheth, or the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter.  (Jeremiah 19:1-6)

Created in His Image
27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”  (Genesis 1:27-28)

58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.  (1 Corinthians 15:58)

Created on Purpose
13 For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's womb. 14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well. 15 My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.
(Psalm 139:13-16)

Created with Purpose
5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you;
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”  (Jeremiah 1:5)

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.  (Ephesians 2:10)

Some of you may be thinking I may not necessarily understand what you’ve been through in regards to this subject.  And, you are right.  But, let me share with you this story about my dad.

On the other side of this coin…is grace.  We are called to be a place and people of grace for the women who have had abortions and for the men who have been party to them so that they will know there is forgiveness and healing through Jesus.

I am keenly aware that Mentor is a microcosm of our society.  We represent a large cross section of diversity and socioeconomic backgrounds.  In a church our size, statistically the likelihood is that there are women who have had abortions and/or men who contributed to those pregnancies.   And, you need to hear loudly and clearly that Jesus loves you and Jesus died for ALL of our sins.  And, as far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.
Again, please know that you are just as valued, loved, and treasured here today as ever.  We are for you and we are with you.

If you are a woman who has been through this, there are some amazing resources available to you.  Specifically, there is a book and study called Surrendering the Secret.  There are groups that meet very discretely to discuss the unique pain that many carry and to discover a path forward.  I will share the link on our Facebook page should you wish to explore it further.
www.surrenderingthesecret.com	

In addition, if you are pregnant, become pregnant, or are aware of others who are pregnant and considering an abortion – there is an amazing resource right here in Northern Kentucky.  The New Hope Pregnancy Center offers counseling, sonograms, and resources to help equip mothers and fathers.  They help people break the cycles of abuse and despair that can help protect the unborn.  They are truly Heaven sent and doing Kingdom work right here in our community.
www.newhopecenter.com	

Do not look to a person to save us.  Our faith is not in a political candidate or president.  Our hope is in Jesus.  Vote according to your personal consciences and Biblical values.










The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Politics divide because they are about power.  Policy unites because it is about people.  How have you seen people divided by politics?  Are politics influencing you, your mood, your feelings about others, and your relationships? 

Tuesday – Christians are the silent majority.  Why have Christians grown quiet through the years?  How has fear quieted you? 

Wednesday – We are called to be God’s ambassadors in this world…all of it.  How can Christians influence policy to promote Biblical values and serve God by serving His people?

Thursday – We are called to warn others.  We are called to lead others.  We are called to encourage others.  How can we Christians lead others, the nation, and world?  How can this be accomplished without fighting, battles, and brokenness?

Friday – We are encouraged to choose for ourselves this day who we will serve.  In what specific ways can make sure we choose the Lord – and then lead others to do the same?
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