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It is finished…

God has been creating and building since the beginning of time.  We have been demolishing and tearing down since the beginning of ours.  Now, God is allowing us to join Him in (re)building the remnant of those who remain faithful only unto Him.  This takes humility, penitence, obedience, and absolute faith.

The men who have been raised up to do great work for God and men, have always to begin by greatly and sadly feeling the weight of the sins and sorrows which they are destined to remove. No man will do worthy work at rebuilding the walls who has not wept over the ruins.
· Alexander Maclaren

Now there arose a great outcry of the people and of their wives against their Jewish brothers. 2 For there were those who said, “With our sons and our daughters, we are many. So let us get grain, that we may eat and keep alive.” 3 There were also those who said, “We are mortgaging our fields, our vineyards, and our houses to get grain because of the famine.” 4 And there were those who said, “We have borrowed money for the king's tax on our fields and our vineyards. 5 Now our flesh is as the flesh of our brothers, our children are as their children. Yet we are forcing our sons and our daughters to be slaves, and some of our daughters have already been enslaved, but it is not in our power to help it, for other men have our fields and our vineyards.”  (Nehemiah 5:1-5)

The threat.
-- A great outcry – work stopped
-- Against brethren – internal strife – church and home
-- Why? – Money
-- Famine created “opportunity” – God’s people and work threatened

I was very angry when I heard their outcry and these words. 7 I took counsel with myself, and I brought charges against the nobles and the officials. I said to them, “You are exacting interest, each from his brother.” And I held a great assembly against them 8 and said to them, “We, as far as we are able, have bought back our Jewish brothers who have been sold to the nations, but you even sell your brothers that they may be sold to us!” They were silent and could not find a word to say. 9 So I said, “The thing that you are doing is not good. Ought you not to walk in the fear of our God to prevent the taunts of the nations our enemies? 10 Moreover, I and my brothers and my servants are lending them money and grain. Let us abandon this exacting of interest. 11 Return to them this very day their fields, their vineyards, their olive orchards, and their houses, and the percentage of money, grain, wine, and oil that you have been exacting from them.”  (Nehemiah 5:6-11)

The reaction.
-- After serious thought – measure twice and cut once
-- Rebuked them – dealt with them matter directly
-- Call to action – restore them now





Then they said, “We will restore these and require nothing from them. We will do as you say.” And I called the priests and made them swear to do as they had promised. 13 I also shook out the fold[a] of my garment and said, “So may God shake out every man from his house and from his labor who does not keep this promise. So may he be shaken out and emptied.” And all the assembly said “Amen” and praised the Lord. And the people did as they had promised.  (Nehemiah 5:12-13)

The response.
-- We will restore it – this is the natural reaction
-- ALL the assembly praised the Lord

So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty-two days. 16 And when all our enemies heard of it, all the nations around us were afraid and fell greatly in their own esteem, for they perceived that this work had been accomplished with the help of our God.
(Nehemiah 6:15-16)

The conclusion.
-- So the wall was finished – it laid in ruin for 100 years
-- 52 days – He prayed twice as long as it too to build
-- Surrounding nations fear – Because it was done by GOD

For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.  (2 Timothy 1:7)


The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – The greatest adversity was internal,  both from brothers and in their own homes. How does the enemy use “circumstances” to distract us from God and His work?

Tuesday – The issue was money. How can money become the seemingly immovable object that stops God’s work through us? How can you plan now to prevent that from happening?

Wednesday – Nehemiah called down those who were causing some of the issues. He did it directly yet with restoration in mind. How can you use this technique in your life and conflict?  How does this model the very character of Christ? 

Thursday – They responded and restored the people. Where do you need to be restored? Where do you need to restore others?

Friday – The work (on the wall) finished…but, the work was not done. God completed this work but a mightier work was to come. There is no finish line in this life. Where do you need to remind yourself that your faith and works are “so that”?
