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It Takes Action…

God has been creating and building since the beginning of time.  We have been demolishing and tearing down since the beginning of ours.  Now, God is allowing us to join Him in (re)building the remnant of those who remain faithful only unto Him.  This takes humility, penitence, obedience, and absolute faith.

The men who have been raised up to do great work for God and men, have always to begin by greatly and sadly feeling the weight of the sins and sorrows which they are destined to remove. No man will do worthy work at rebuilding the walls who has not wept over the ruins.
· Alexander Maclaren

Nehemiah arrives to opposition.
Then I went to the governors in the region beyond the River, and gave them the king’s letters. Now the king had sent captains of the army and horsemen with me. When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard of it, they were deeply disturbed that a man had come to seek the well-being of the children of Israel.

-- Then I went
-- Beyond the River
-- Gave them the king’s letters
-- Sanballat the Horonite…Tobiah the Ammonite

Nehemiah views Jerusalem’s walls.
So I came to Jerusalem and was there three days. Then I arose in the night, I and a few men with me; I told no one what my God had put in my heart to do at Jerusalem; nor was there any animal with me, except the one on which I rode. And I went out by night through the Valley Gate to the Serpent Well and the Refuse Gate, and viewed the walls of Jerusalem which were broken down and its gates which were burned with fire. Then I went on to the Fountain Gate and to the King’s Pool, but there was no room for the animal under me to pass. So I went up in the night by the valley, and viewed the wall; then I turned back and entered by the Valley Gate, and so returned. And the officials did not know where I had gone or what I had done; I had not yet told the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the officials, or the others who did the work.

-- So I came to Jerusalem
-- I went out by night through the Valley Gate
-- I viewed the walls of Jerusalem which were broken down and gates which were burned with fire

Nehemiah meets with the leaders of Jerusalem.
Then I said to them, “You see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lies waste, and its gates are burned with fire. Come and let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we may no longer be a reproach.” And I told them of the hand of my God which had been good upon me, and also of the king’s words that he had spoken to me. So they said, “Let us rise up and build.” Then they set their hands to this good work.

-- You see the distress that we are in
-- Then I said to them: the wall is rubble. Come let us rebuilt it 
-- And I told them of the hand of my God which had been good upon me
-- Let us rise up and build
-- Then they set their hands to this good work

The opposition rises in response to the work of God.
But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official, and Geshem the Arab heard of it, they laughed at us and despised us, and said, “What is this thing that you are doing? Will you rebel against the king?”

-- But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official, and Geshem the Arab heard of it
-- Sanballat…Tobiah
-- They laughed at us and despised us
-- Will you rebel against the king

Nehemiah’s answer to his opponents.
So I answered them, and said to them, “The God of heaven Himself will prosper us; therefore we His servants will arise and build, but you have no heritage or right or memorial in Jerusalem.”

-- So I answered them
-- The God of heaven Himself will prosper us
-- We His servants will arise and build
-- You have no heritage or right or memorial in Jerusalem


The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Nehemiah faced no opposition to his prayer, boldness, or plans. He only faced opposition when he acted on those. When have you been opposed for acting on God’s direction?

Tuesday – The opposition came from fellow Jews who were more concerned about earthly kings than the King of kings. How can we be guilty of the same from time to time?

Wednesday – Nehemiah led the people. The vision and provision could come only from God and Nehemiah joined them in the work. How is this the model for leadership and ministry? 

Thursday – The people followed…not Nehemiah, but God. Where is God giving you vision, provision, and equipping to serve Him? It’s time to take action.

Friday – Nehemiah answered their scoffing laughter with fact: God is with us, we WILL rebuild this wall, and you will have not place in it. He did not argue with them knowing it would bear no fruit. How can we avoid arguing similarly with people who don’t share our motivation? Note: no one in the Bible was ever argued into Heaven.
