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It Takes a little Faith…

God has been creating and building since the beginning of time.  We have been demolishing and tearing down since the beginning of ours.  Now, God is allowing us to join Him in (re)building the remnant of those who remain faithful only unto Him.  This takes humility, penitence, obedience, and absolute faith.

The men who have been raised up to do great work for God and men, have always to begin by greatly and sadly feeling the weight of the sins and sorrows which they are destined to remove. No man will do worthy work at rebuilding the walls who has not wept over the ruins.
· Alexander Maclaren

Nehemiah stands before the king.
In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was before him, I took up the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had not been sad in his presence. 2 And the king said to me, “Why is your face sad, seeing you are not sick? This is nothing but sadness of the heart.” Then I was very much afraid.  (Nehemiah 2:1-2)

Nehemiah’s response.
I said to the king, “Let the king live forever! Why should not my face be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers' graves, lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?”  (Nehemiah 2:3)

Nehemiah’s request.
Then the king said to me, “What are you requesting?” So I prayed to the God of heaven. 5 And I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor in your sight, that you send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers' graves, that I may rebuild it.” 6 And the king said to me (the queen sitting beside him), “How long will you be gone, and when will you return?” So it pleased the king to send me when I had given him a time. 7 And I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, let letters be given me to the governors of the province Beyond the River, that they may let me pass through until I come to Judah, 8 and a letter to Asaph, the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates of the fortress of the temple, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I shall occupy.” And the king granted me what I asked, for the good hand of my God was upon me.  (Nehemiah 2:4-8)

What do you request?  Have a vision.
So I prayed to the God of heaven.  Seek first the Kingdom.
I ask that you send me to Judah.  Be bold.
It pleased the king to send me.  Relationship is key.
I set him a time.  Have a plan.
I need your blessing and assistance.  Partnering to build something.
And the king granted them to me according to the good hand of my God upon me.  To God be all of the glory.




The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Nehemiah stood before for the king and nothing was hidden.  We stand before God and He sees all.  What are you hiding from Him and others that steal your joy and impact?

Tuesday – The king knew Nehemiah personally and showed him favor.  Their relationship was the foundation for what was to come next.  Our relationship with God is key to what happens next.  How is your relationship with God?  Is it deep and meaningful?  Is it consistent?

Wednesday – Nehemiah responded, but it was not an impulse.  He had been bathing this in prayer for 4 months waiting on God and His timing.  What are you bathing in prayer waiting on the Lord’s timing? 

Thursday – Nehemiah had a vision.  That vision was cultivated and given by God to Nehemiah.  God has given you a vision as well.  You can see it when you quiet your heart and close your eyes.  What is that vision?  What is God preparing for you that WILL be in His timing?

Friday – Nehemiah’s story was never easy and things were only going to get more complicated.  He could have stayed in the comfort of the known, but he didn’t.  Why did he go?  God is calling you out of your comfort zone to join Him.  Where is He nudging you to join He and His church? 

Saturday – Evidence is the key to knowledge.  Faith is trust in what can’t be seen.  What do you know about God and what requires a leap of faith?  Where do you still need convincing?

Sunday – We must open our eyes, see for ourselves, and choose to follow.  He is at work around you.  Join Him.  Where do you still need to follow?  Invite your family and friends to “Come and See” for themselves.
