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Purpose Fulfilled…

God has been creating and building since the beginning of time.  We have been demolishing and tearing down since the beginning of ours.  Now, God is allowing us to join Him in (re)building the remnant of those who remain faithful only unto Him.  This takes humility, penitence, obedience, and absolute faith.

The men who have been raised up to do great work for God and men, have always to begin by greatly and sadly feeling the weight of the sins and sorrows which they are destined to remove. No man will do worthy work at rebuilding the walls who has not wept over the ruins.
· Alexander Maclaren

And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the Lord had commanded Israel. 2 So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could understand what they heard, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand. And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law.  (Nehemiah 8:1-3)

The purpose.
-- A gathering place
-- A place of truth
-- A place of understanding

And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground.  (Nehemiah 8:6)

The praise.
-- Fulfilling the purpose
-- Lifting up hands and amen
-- Bowing heads in worship

Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law, while the people remained in their places. 8 They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.  (Nehemiah 8:7-8)

The continuation.
-- Helped what? Understand the law – understand God
-- How? They made sense of it




So, what can we dads learn from all of this:
Deuteronomy 6:6-9
6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.
These words must be on your heart.

7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.
You must teach them by living them.

8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.
They should be on the top of your mind and tip of your tongue.

9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.
Your home was made for this purpose.  


The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – The purpose of the wall was to draw the people back and reestablish them in the Word.  When have your found yourself drawn back to the Word?  What wilderness were you called out of?

Tuesday – The response to God’s Word and Truth is always praise.  We see Him revealed and praise if the response.  How have you seen the very character of God revealed in His Word?

Wednesday – This was never a story about Nehemiah, Jerusalem, or the generations.  It has always been a story about God.  What do you understand about God more because of this story? 

Thursday – The most beautiful part of this account, for me, is when people helped others understand the words that were being spoken.  How do you help others understand God and His Word?  How do you not only explain it but show them so they can understand?

Friday – The work wasn’t finished there and it is not finished here.  We must go all the more.  We have the place, the purpose, the praise, and the calling to continue.  Where is God calling you to step up and step into your calling?
