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You can lead a sheep to still waters…

God has been creating and building since the beginning of time.  We have been demolishing and tearing down since the beginning of ours.  Now, God is allowing us to join Him in (re)building the remnant of those who remain faithful only unto Him.  This takes humility, penitence, obedience, and absolute faith.

The men who have been raised up to do great work for God and men, have always to begin by greatly and sadly feeling the weight of the sins and sorrows which they are destined to remove. No man will do worthy work at rebuilding the walls who has not wept over the ruins.
· Alexander Maclaren

But I warned them and said to them, “Why do you lodge outside the wall? If you do so again, I will lay hands on you.” From that time on they did not come on the Sabbath.  (Nehemiah 13:21)

And I confronted them and cursed them and beat some of them and pulled out their hair. And I made them take an oath in the name of God, saying, “You shall not give your daughters to their sons, or take their daughters for your sons or for yourselves.  (Nehemiah 13:25)

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  2 He makes me lie down in green pastures.  He leads me beside still waters.  3 He restores my soul.  He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake.  
4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  (Psalm 23)

He is my Shepherd.
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  (Psalm 23:1)
· Stated fact
· Not my decision

He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He makes me lie down in green pastures.  (Psalm 23:2a)
· Stated fact
· Not my decision
· Every knee will bow

He leads me to still waters.
He leads me beside still waters.  (Psalm 23:2b)
· Stated fact  He will lead you
· Now, I get to decide
· Being here today is not the choice
· Singing here today is not that choice
· Giving here today is not the choice


Do you feel it? Are you refreshed or are you stressed?

This is dependent upon what you choose with the still water He leads you to.

What is your choice?

1) Yes to Christ = No to you and the world.

2) Yes to Christ = No to life. The old you is dead and gone and a new you is raised in its place.

3) Yes to Christ = Yes to all the rest. Everything that comes after comes from drinking the Living Water that never ceases and never thirsting again.

Psalm 23:3-6
3 He restores my soul.  He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake.  
4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Church.  It is the same old message.  It’s the same message but today is a different day.  Your life could change forever on 6/25/2023.

God is your Shepherd.  He placed you here and has led you to the still water.  What will you choose today?


The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Nehemiah worked hard and led well…yet the people didn’t always follow.  He never quit.  Why?  When have you been tempted to “quit” but persevered?  What did God do with your faith?

Tuesday – God is our Shepherd and He makes us lie down in green pastures.  He leads us to still water.  These verses are for the living.  How does this reveal God’s goodness to you?

Wednesday – He will lead you to still waters but won’t make you drink.  That is your choice.  What are the still waters God has led you to?  Have you truly been immersed and refreshed in them?

Thursday – A yes to Christ is a no to self.  What is God asking you to deny in order to choose Him?

Friday – God pours His blessings out upon those who truly choose Him.  Read Psalm 23 again.  Have you experienced those gifts?  What is God asking you to exchange to receive them?
