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It’s time to make some changes…

God has been creating and building since the beginning of time.  We have been demolishing and tearing down since the beginning of ours.  Now, God is allowing us to join Him in (re)building the remnant of those who remain faithful only unto Him.  This takes humility, penitence, obedience, and absolute faith.

The men who have been raised up to do great work for God and men, have always to begin by greatly and sadly feeling the weight of the sins and sorrows which they are destined to remove. No man will do worthy work at rebuilding the walls who has not wept over the ruins.
· Alexander Maclaren

Something happened…
Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was in Susa the citadel, 2 that Hanani, one of my brothers, came with certain men from Judah. And I asked them concerning the Jews who escaped, who had survived the exile, and concerning Jerusalem. 3 And they said to me, “The remnant there in the province who had survived the exile is in great trouble and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates are destroyed by fire.”

More than the walls were broken…
4 As soon as I heard these words I sat down and wept and mourned for days, and I continued fasting and praying before the God of heaven.

Recognizing truth…
5 And I said, “O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open, to hear the prayer of your servant that I now pray before you day and night for the people of Israel your servants, confessing the sins of the people of Israel, which we have sinned against you. Even I and my father's house have sinned. 7 We have acted very corruptly against you and have not kept the commandments, the statutes, and the rules that you commanded your servant Moses. 

Remembering God’s covenant…
8 Remember the word that you commanded your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples, 9 but if you return to me and keep my commandments and do them, though your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there I will gather them and bring them to the place that I have chosen, to make my name dwell there.’ 

Knowing our role…
10 They are your servants and your people, whom you have redeemed by your great power and by your strong hand. 11 O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of your servants who delight to fear your name, and give success to your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man.”

Knowing our King…
Now I was cupbearer to the king.

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – We can learn things by hearing them.  We can know things by witnessing or knowing an eyewitness.  Why/how can this nearness change our perspective on matters?  When has your mind been changed or your eyes opened by knowing a situation first hand?

Tuesday – Knowing is half the battle.  What you do next is critical.  How does the knowledge change you, your behavior, and your position in relation to God?

Wednesday – God completes what He begins.  God keeps promises.  How does this knowledge give you hope for what is to come in your life and after? 

Thursday – We each have a role in this story we must carry out.  What is burning in and breaking your heart?  What role is God calling you to faithfully assume?

Friday – Nehemiah had many bosses and voices in his ears, yet He knew who his King was.  Knowing this allowed him to seek and participate in the impossible.  Who does your life/actions declare your “King” to be?  Know your true King and act accordingly. 

Saturday – Evidence is the key to knowledge.  Faith is trust in what can’t be seen.  What do you know about God and what requires a leap of faith?  Where do you still need convincing?

Sunday – We must open our eyes, see for ourselves, and choose to follow.  He is at work around you.  Join Him.  Where do you still need to follow?  Invite your family and friends to “Come and See” for themselves.
