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The Obedience of Holiness

A new year is upon us and the opportunities to experience and grow nearer to God have never been greater or more necessary.  Following God requires faith.  In faith, we follow God through “obedience”…but, what does that mean, how can I practically follow Him today, and how what difference will it make? Join us as we explore the obedience of love, faith, stewardship, holiness, and our minds.

Holiness and being set apart are critical elements to a believer’s walk. Holiness, however, is not about achieving perfection through sheer willpower. Rather, it is about being "set apart" for God’s purposes. It is an internal transformation that eventually leaks out into external actions.

· China/Silverware
· Linens/Hand Towels
· Clothes/Shoes
· Voice/Language

God is setting you aside for a special, important, and holy purpose. The question is, are you joining Him in seeing and setting yourself apart as a holy instrument of God?

The Source
8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  Philippians 4:8

2 Do not be conformed to this world,[a] but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.  Romans 12:2

The Standard
2 Do not be conformed to this world,[a] but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.  1 Peter 1:15-16

The Action
22 So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.  2 Timothy 2:22

Joseph -- 9 He is not greater in this house than I am, nor has he kept back anything from me except you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?”   Genesis 39:9

Daniel – 8 But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the king's food, or with the wine that he drank. Therefore he asked the chief of the eunuchs to allow him not to defile himself.  Daniel 1:8

Job -- “I have made a covenant with my eyes; how then could I gaze at a virgin?  Job:31:1

Life is filled with millions of micro decisions that have material impact on our minds, behavior, and position before God. Holiness finds its standard in God, its source in our minds, and its proof in our actions.  But, how?!?!?

· Acknowledgement -- Repent
· Guardrails – Go and sin no more
· Community – Accountability (internally/externally)

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Holiness is to “set apart” for a special purpose. God is setting you apart from this world. What is He trying to set you apart from – body, mind, and soul?

Tuesday – God is the standard – He is the only point of comparison. How do you stack up when you compare against Him vs. “them”? How should this impact your desire to be further set apart?

Wednesday – Desiring and advancing holiness begins in the mind. What the mind believes, the heart motivates, and our actions prove. What do you actions say about your heart and mind?

Thursday – Actions matter. Joseph, Daniel, and Job resolved to no sin against God and turned from the world. When, in your life, can you remember resisting temptation? What was the result?

Friday – Tangible steps include confessing your sins to God, setting healthy guardrails to protect yourself, and surrounding yourself with people who love you and will hold you accountable. Where do you need to invest in these three? I’m here to help…use me as part of your team!
