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Live long and prosper…

Vacation Bible School is here.  We will be leading the children through an adventure in the stars to see our Creator and Savior.  Staring into the heavens turns our gaze toward God’s creation.  It proves His power and our lack there of.  Staring into the heavens is both a look into the past and a hope for the future.  May we all “live long and prosper” in God’s presence.

“The immense distances to the stars and the galaxies mean that we see everything in space in the past--some as they were before the Earth came to be. Telescopes are time machines.”
· Carl Sagan

Carl Sagan was a scientist who theorized and expounded on space.  His quest was marked by wrestling with the concepts of science, Earth, space, and God.  He was searching for answers to life’s biggest questions in science and didn’t find the answers.  He found clues.  We see those clues as evidence of God the Creator.  His Word fills in the gaps and is the basis for our faith.

Leonard Nemoy uttered that now famous phrase, “Live long and prosper”.  But, do you know where it comes from?

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.  (Numbers 6:24-26)

In Act 5 Scene 3 line 42 of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, Romeo says to Balthasar, “Live and be prosperous, and farewell good fellow.”

Ancient Egyptians had a common phrase that is properly translated today to, “May he live long, prosper, and be in health.”

A question for the ages.
Come, O children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord.  What man is there who desires life and loves many days, that he may see good?  (Psalm 34:11-12)
· Who wants to live long?
· Who wants to prosper?

Houston, do we have a problem?
Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking deceit.  (Psalm 34:13)

One impossible thing at a time.
Turn away from evil and do good;  (Psalm 34:14a)

Stay focused on the mission.
seek peace and pursue it.  (Psalm 34:14b)

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  (Philippians 4:7)


The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Man has looked to the heavens for answer since the beginning of time.  What do you see when you look heavenward?  How does it make you feel?

Tuesday – God asks, “who wants to live long and prosper?”  We all do, but what are we willing to do to achieve it?  What is a long life?  What does it mean to prosper?

Wednesday – The roadmap to a long life and prosperity begins with biting our tongues.  How can the tongue be a vessel of evil and derail your journey before it even begins?

Thursday – The journey continues by telling us to turn from evil (acts now, not words) and do good things.  What is good?  What are good things to do?

Friday – The passage wraps up by imploring us to seek peace and pursue it – first with God and then with others.  How are these actually the destination?
