[bookmark: _Hlk68270192]The Gift:  Do you see what I see…

Christmas is a season filled with excitement and anticipation.  Lights twinkle along the aromas of the holiday season.  Songs fill our ears and hearts as nostalgic decorations transform our homes.  Peace seems to arrive and linger in our chaotic worlds.  And through it all we are reminded that God’s act of love and mercy are delivered in one precious gift, shivering in a manger, for all the world.  Jesus is the Gift of God.

[bookmark: _Hlk184459923]8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  (Luke 2:8-20)	

The story of Christmas continues from the girl with God showed His favor to the shepherds who would be the first witnesses to the Gift of God – Emmanuel, God with us.  The Christmas story unfolds in scripture and is captured in a familiar Christmas classic – Do You Hear What I Hear?

The song was written by Noel Regney in October 1962.  The world trembled and prayed as two nuclear powers stood nose to nose.  Yet, in the fear and gloom…Regney could see a sign pointing to the Gift of God.

		Do you see what I see?
		Do you hear what I hear?
		Do you know what I know?
		Listen to what I say.

The Gift of God arrives just as promised, with a sign, heralded by angels, and revealed to the people who needed Him most.


Do you see?
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child.  (Luke 2:15-17)

Do you see?
28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”  (Luke 2:28-32)

Do you see?
1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men] from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”  (Matthew 2:1-2)

Come and see.
45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.”  (John 1:45)

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon[d] his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – The signs of God’s presence and power are all around us. He is pointing us to Himself for our salvation and be in His presence forever. What signs is God using to point you to Him? 

Tuesday – The shepherds were simply at work when the star appeared and angels heralded the arrival of Jesus. When are regular times when you felt God’s presence and your faith grew?  

Wednesday – The wise men saw the star far off and pursued it anyway. Who do you know that may be “far off” and need to see the “star shining brightly” in you pointing them to Jesus?

Thursday – Do you see what I see? Sharing your faith with other believers strengthens everyone’s faith. Sharing your faith with non-believers is your calling. How is He calling you to tell others?

Friday – The best invitation is to “come and see for yourself”. Who can you invite this week?
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