[bookmark: _Hlk68270192]A Season of Thanks:  Exuding Gratitude

A season of thanks points to the gift of God for which our hearts overflow.  Thanksgiving points to the manger, the manger points to the cross, and Jesus points us to the Father, from whom all blessings flow.

24 The Lord bless you and keep you; 25 the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 26 the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.
(Numbers 6:24-26)	

With leftover turkey still in the fridge…Christmas trees and lights go up.  A season of thanks transitions to a time of giving.  Churches around the world will focus on the gift of God.  Perhaps the greatest example in scripture that reveals genuine gratitude and the gift of God is found in story of Mary – the mother of Jesus.

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

An unexpected girl in an unexpected town, yet Mary was given a great gift.
		Mary’s Gift – Favor of God.
		Mary’s Gift – Promise of God.
		Mary’s Gift – Presence of God.
God richly blessed her, kept her, and made His face to shine upon her.  What is your gift of God?

Your Gift -- Favor of God.
For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime. Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning.  (Psalm 30:5)


Your Gift – Promise of God.
For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God for his glory.  (2 Corinthians 1:20)

· Salvation: God promises salvation to all who believe in His Son. 
· Comfort: God promises to comfort us in our trials. 
· New life: God promises new life in Christ. 
· Spiritual blessings: God promises every spiritual blessing in Christ. 
· Peace: God promises peace when we pray. 
· Provision: God promises to supply our needs. 
· Unfailing love: God promises that His love will never fail and that He is faithful in every way. 
· Patience: God does not delay His promises, but He patiently waits for us.

Your Gift – Presence of God.
23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” which means, God with us.  (Matthew 1:23)

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon[d] his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – We look in anticipation to birthday’s and Christmas for the gifts that accompany these days. What gifts do you treasure most today? How has that changed over time? 

Tuesday – Mary had great gratitude in her heart and expressed her thanks in praise and obedience to God. How do you express your thanks to God? How can you express this more convincingly? 

Wednesday – God’s gifts to Mary are the same gifts to us: His favor, His promise, and His presence. How has God shown you favor (or grace)? How is this a great gift for your spirit?

Thursday – God’s gifts to Mary are the same gifts to us: His favor, His promise, and His presence. What promise has God made to you? How are these a great gift for your spirit?

Friday – God’s gifts to Mary are the same gifts to us: His favor, His promise, and His presence. How is God ever present to you? Where can you see Him and perceive Him with His presence unto you? How is this a great gift for your spirit?

A Season of Thanks :   E xudi ng   Gratitude     A season of thanks points to the gift of God for which our hearts overflow.  Thanksgiving points to  the manger, the manger points to the cross, and Jesus points us to the Father, from  whom all  blessings flow.     24 The Lord bless you and keep you;   25 the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be  gracious to you;   26 the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.   ( Numbers 6:24 - 26 )       With leftover turkey  still  in the fridge…Christmas trees and lights  go   up.  A season of thanks  transitions to a time of giving.  Churches around the world will focus on the gift of God.  Perhaps the  greatest example in scripture that reveals genuine gratitude and the gift of God is found  in story of  Mary  –   the mother of Jesus.     26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named  Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.  And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O fav ored one,  the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what  sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you  have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conc eive in your womb and bear a son,  and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most  High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign  over the house of Jacob forever, an d of his kingdom there will be no end.”     An unexpected girl in an unexpected town, yet Mary was given a great gift.       Mary’s Gift  –   Favor of God.       Mary’s Gift  –   Promise of God.       Mary’s Gift  –   Presence of God.   God  richly blessed her, kept her, and made His face to shine upon her.  What is your gift of God?     Your Gift  --   Favor of God.   For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime. Weeping may tarry for the night,  but joy comes with the  morning.    ( Psalm 30:5 )       Your   Gift  –   Promise of God.   For all the promises of God find their   Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter our  Amen to God for his glory.    ( 2 Corinthians 1:20 )        Salvation : God promises salvation to all who believe in His Son.       Comfort : God promises to comfort us in our trials.       New life : God promises new life in Christ.       Spiritual blessings : God promises every spiritual blessing in Christ.   

