[bookmark: _Hlk68270192]The Gift:  Jesus is the Gift of God…

Christmas is a season filled with excitement and anticipation.  Lights twinkle along the aromas of the holiday season.  Songs fill our ears and hearts as nostalgic decorations transform our homes.  Peace seems to arrive and linger in our chaotic worlds.  And through it all we are reminded that God’s acts of love and mercy are delivered in one precious gift, shivering in a manger, for all the world.  Jesus is the Gift of God.

[bookmark: _Hlk185670159]In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  (Luke 2:1-7)	

The story of Christmas was not merely a historical event in time to reflect upon.  It is far more than that spanning the entire Bible.  Beginning in Genesis and continuing all the way to Revelation, God has promised a personal Savior for His creation – for you.  And, the signs have been written in Bible, written in the stars, and etched in our souls.

We have been looking at the Christmas story through scripture, the kids play last week, and through songs.  In particular, through the Christmas classic – Do You Hear What I Hear?

		Do you see what I see?
		Do you hear what I hear?
		Do you know what I know?
		Listen to what I say.

The Gift of God arrives just as promised, with a sign, heralded by angels, and revealed to the people who needed Him most.

Do you see?
17 I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near: a star shall come out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel; (Numbers 24:17)

1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” (Matthew 2:1-2)




Do you hear?
· Genesis 3:14: “The Son of Man would come to crush evil”
· Numbers 24:17: "A star will rise to announce His arrival"
· Jeremiah 23:5–6: "He would be of David's kingly lineage" 
· Micah 5:2: "He would be born in Bethlehem" 
· Isaiah 7:14: "He would be immaculately conceived (born of a virgin)" 
· Psalm 72:10: "He would be worshiped and given gifts at His birth" 
· Jeremiah 31:15: "Attempts would be made on young Jesus’ life" 
· Psalm 2:1-12: "He would be the King and Son of God" 
· Psalm 8:2-6: "He would be Ruler of all"

9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.  (Matthew 2:9-11)

Do you know?
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  (Isaiah 9:6-7)

21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heavens were opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”  (Luke 3:21-22)

Tell the world.
17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.  (Luke 2:17-18)

15 And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.  (Mark 16:15)

And while they were there, the time came…




The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Bible scholars agree that that some 300 prophesy are found in the Old Testament predicting Jesus’ birth.  God told us He was coming.  God showed us He was here.  How is it possible that people missed the signs then and even now? 

Tuesday – The wise men saw the star and traveled a great distance to see for themselves.  They saw Him and worshipped, sacrificed, and gave gifts.  How have you sacrificed and what gifts have you brought the King?  

Wednesday – The angels proclaimed His birth, the shepherds told everyone what they had heard and seen, and the wise men witnessed and testified to the divine revelation.  How are telling the world what you know to be true about who Jesus is?

Thursday – To be an effective witness…we must be obedient disciples/followers of Christ.  Where/what is God showing how you can be a more faithful follower of Christ? 

Friday – While they were in Bethlehem the time came for her to give birth.  While you were living your life…the time came to be reborn and to be made new.  Now is that time.  What will change?
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