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Christmas is a season filled with excitement and anticipation.  Lights twinkle along the aromas of the holiday season.  Songs fill our ears and hearts as nostalgic decorations transform our homes.  Peace seems to arrive and linger in our chaotic worlds.  And through it all we are reminded that God’s acts of love and mercy are delivered in one precious gift, shivering in a manger, for all the world.  Jesus is the Gift of God.	

The story of Christmas was not merely a historical event in time to reflect upon.  It is far more than that.  From Genesis to Revelation and continuing to today, God promises a Savior for His creation – for you.  The question now is…what do we do now that Christmas is over?

When is the right time to take down the Christmas decorations and move on from Christmas?  Can we hold on to the lessons of Christmas year round?  What are those lessons?

Focus on what matters most.
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.
(Luke 2:15-16)

12 What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 13 And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14 So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.  (Matthew 18:12-14)

Acknowledge Who He is.
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.  (Matthew 2:10-11)

37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment.
(Matthew 22:37-38)

Let It Change You.
· Mary treasured, pondered, and obeyed God.
· The Shepherds searched, believed, and told others.
· The Wise Men journeyed, worshipped, and offered gifts fit for a King.

What Gift Do You Bring?
26 My son, give me your heart, and let your eyes observe my ways.  (Proverbs 23:26)

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – The Christmas season seems to creep up on us so quickly and then be gone in a flash. How can we hold on to the peace, joy, and generosity of Christmas all year long? 

Tuesday – The Shepherds left their flocks to go to the One Lamb of God. Jesus tells us that He came here to do the same in return – leave the 99 to retrieve us. What emotions does that create in you knowing that Jesus left the 99 for you? How are you supposed to respond to His gift?  

Wednesday – The Wise Men came to Israel to see if the signs and stories were true. Yet, they came prepared, assuming it was true, bringing 3 gifts. Scripture, beginning in Deuteronomy tells us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, and mind. Why are these the only gifts fit for the King of kings?

Thursday – Every world religion has some imagery of a ladder that we attempt to climb to reach God. Christianity is unique in that God uses the ladder to reach us. How is the Christmas story proof of this? For what reason did God send His Son to you? What change does that require in you? 

Friday – Christmas should last all year. It is part of the whole Jesus narrative. It is useful in reminding us and encouraging us to give our hearts, souls, and minds as gifts to God. What reminder(s) can you make keep the spirit of Christmas in your heart and actions all year?
