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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  All of Scripture points to a separation between us and God.  All of eternity points to the moment God demonstrates His love and power overcoming sin and death.  His life, teaching, and lessons took on new intensity and urgency as the hour drew near.  Resurrection waited while much work remained.  Join us as we walk through scripture and the days leading up to Easter.    

But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him.  (John 4:23)

Last week, we discussed waiting for God and the eternal fruit it bears.  Waiting is made easier when we confidently wait for the promises of God to occur.  It’s easy when it’s easy.  But, what about when what we are waiting for is scary or even deadly.  What if we don’t have that same confidence?  There are examples of this throughout scripture – just look at the book of Daniel.

We continue counting down the days until Easter.  Two weeks prior to Passover, Jesus was still just east of the Jordan River.  There He was teaching when He received word that His friend Lazarus had fallen gravely ill.  Lazarus’ sisters, Mary and Martha, sent an urgent call for Jesus to come and then waited, agonizingly, for Him to arrive and save their brother.  The wait was brutal.  Lazarus’ death was unbearable.  What happened next was unbelievable.

Waiting is the hardest work of hope.

Desperate times call for desperate measures.
1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”  (John 11:1-4)

Everyone is waiting for something.
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”  (John 11:5-16)
Waiting for what we want.
17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”  (John 11:17-27)

If.
28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?”  (John 11:28-37)

But, Jesus.
38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”  (John 11:38-44)






The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Waiting is the hardest work of hope.  We pray and wait for the answer we want and hope for.  What is something you’ve prayed for and are awaiting a specific answer?

Tuesday – God’s timing is not our own.  Life is short (getting shorter by the second).  We have a sense of urgency around this physical/temporal world.  God is focused on eternity, so we are not always aligned on what and when is best.  What is an example of something that seemed crushing at the time (not what you prayed for) but that God used beyond your imagination?

Wednesday – The wait was short for Mary/Martha as Lazarus died while the messenger was en route.  Jesus waited two more days before departing for Bethany.  How can “waiting for the inevitable” cause a “crisis of faith”?

Thursday – God did not cause Lazarus to die, but was able to use it for a purpose.  Many believed because of the sign they saw.  How can God use that painful thing in your past to reach people today?

Friday – Ultimately, God’s timing and will are the best and worth waiting for.  All believers will be resurrected at the proper time.  That is worth the wait.  What else is worth the wait with God?
