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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  All of Scripture points to a separation between us and God.  All of eternity points to the moment God demonstrates His love and power overcoming sin and death.  His life, teaching, and lessons took on new intensity and urgency as the hour drew near.  Resurrection waited while much work remained.  Join us as we walk through scripture and the days leading up to Easter.    

But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him.  (John 4:23)

The waiting was drawing to an end.  The King arrived in Israel and they declared Him so for the first time in Jerusalem.  The Holy Week as we now know it began.  So much would occur in this last week:  Jesus cleansing the temple, the last supper, washing feet, prayer, betrayal, arrest, crucifixion, and resurrection would all happen just as it was written.  

	The Triumphant Entry
12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14 And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written,

15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion;
behold, your king is coming,
    sitting on a donkey's colt!”

16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 17 The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. 18 The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.”  (John 12:12-19)

Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem is called a “triumph” in all four Gospels.  And it is just that.  Jesus was fulfilling every word of prophecy spoken about Him.  Jesus entered the city as King.  Jesus overcame all of Satan’s attempts to stop this week and this act from occurring.  He rejected temptation in the desert.  He survived plots to kill Him prior to this.  Victory was at hand.

There is an interesting piece of this Triumphal Entry story that is often overlooked.  The colt.  Most teaching about the donkey that Jesus rode in on that day is focused on:
1. He rode the donkey to fulfill prophecy in Zechariah 9:9
“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, Lowly and riding on a donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey.
2. Jesus did not enter Jerusalem on a horse dressed for battle but on a donkey bringing peace.

The Colt:
Young
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 2 and said to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it.  (Mk 11:1-2)

12 Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.  (1 Timothy 4:12)

Bound
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me.  (Mt 21:1-2)

34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.  (John 8:34-36)

No Experience
28 And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village in front of you, where on entering you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here.  (Luke 19:28-30)

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.  (Proverbs 3:5-6)

Reclaimed
3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.”  (Matthew 21:3)

4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.  (Galatians 4:4-7)

God is claiming you today in the name of Jesus!



The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – There is victory in Jesus. We get to participate in His victory when we believe. What has God given you victory over in Jesus’ name?

Tuesday – There is much to learn from the colt in the Triumphal Entry account. He was young, bound, inexperienced, and a slave to another. How do these descriptions apply to you as well? 

Wednesday – Jesus sent two of His disciples to claim the colt. Who did He send into your life to help claim you? How did they call you out of darkness into the Light of the World? Who is He sending you claim in His name?

Thursday – The colt was ill-equipped for the job that Jesus had in mind for Him. How was the colt able to perform this mighty task with no training? This is the way of God to prove that it is ALL Him.

Friday – We each have powerful testimonies about how God claimed, freed, and equipped us. How are these testimonies about HIM and not us?
