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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  All of Scripture points to a separation between us and God.  All of eternity points to the moment God demonstrates His love and power overcoming sin and death.  His life, teaching, and lessons took on new intensity and urgency as the hour drew near.  Resurrection waited while much work remained.  Join us as we walk through scripture and the days leading up to Easter.    

But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him.  (John 4:23)

The waiting game.  We wait for all kinds of things.  We wait for test results or for the other shoe to drop.  We are to wait for marriage.  We wait for others to get ready.  Waiting can be tough. 

Waiting is to stay where one is or delay action until a particular time or until something else happens.  Actively waiting is being ready for service or some future event.  Wild animals and the wicked lie in wait to ambush the unsuspecting.  Servants wait on their masters.  Believers and the whole of creation wait for their renewal by God.  God, too, waits for sinners to repent.

Waiting is the hardest work of hope.

Waiting is commanded
6 “So you, by the help of your God, return, hold fast to love and justice, and wait continually for your God.”  (Hosea 12:6)

Waiting for God.
His Vindication
84 How long must your servant endure?  When will you judge those who persecute me?  (Psalm 110:84)

His Promise
4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  (Acts 1:4-5)

His Instructions
I will take my stand at my watchpost and station myself on the tower, and look out to see what he will say to me, and what I will answer concerning my complaint.  (Habakkuk 2:1)

His Kingdom
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  (Luke 2:25)

The benefits of waiting.
Builds Anticipation
5 For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness.  (Galatians 5:5)

Builds Hope
5 I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope;  (Psalm 130:5)

Builds Trust
7 But as for me, I will look to the Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear me.  (Micah 7:7)

Builds Patience
24 For in this hope we were saved.  Now hope that is seen is not hope.  For who hopes for what he sees?  25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  (Romans 8:24-25)

God waits for us.
9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you,[a] not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.  (2 Peter 3:9)

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Waiting can be frustrating and difficult.  Why do we struggle so much with waiting?  The, why does God ask us to wait?

Tuesday – God commands us to wait and promises what we are waiting for is worth it.  What have you been waiting (praying) for God to do?  What is God asking you to wait for?  Are they the same?

Wednesday – We wait for God’s instruction and ultimately His kingdom to come.  He wants us to be ready when that day comes.  What is the difference between waiting and actively waiting?

Thursday – Waiting, in hope, builds confidence and shows trust in the Lord.  It is part of the reason He asks for it.  Waiting, in hope, is faith.  How can waiting reveal other fruits of the Spirit?

Friday – God waits for each of us to repent and be saved.  If you are already saved…He still waits for you to repent – which is a way to actively wait for Him.  Go to Him today.  Repent and draw near to Him.  What is holding you back from a deeper relationship with God?
