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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  All of Scripture points to a separation between us and God.  All of eternity points to the moment God demonstrates His love and power overcoming sin and death.  His life, teaching, and lessons took on new intensity and urgency as the hour drew near.  Resurrection waited while much work remained.  Join us as we walk through scripture and the days leading up to Easter.    

But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him.  (John 4:23)

Israel waited for millennia for the promises of God.  But, they struggled to align their earthly desires with God’s perfect, Heavenly plan.  Israel wanted a handsome, swashbuckling king – they got a shepherd boy.  They wanted a Savior to ride in and wage war against Rom – they got the Prince of Peace.  

	An Easter Story – 800 Years in the Making
Who has believed what he has heard from us?  And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?   For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him.  He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows[c] and acquainted with[d] grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.  (Isaiah 53:1-7)

Israel knew these words, but waited and hoped for something different.  750 years later a light shown in the sky and a choir of angels heralded the arrival of the Promised One.

And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  (Luke 2:10-11)

Evil pursued the Child in opposition to God’s plan and victory as revealed by Jesus.






The Crucifixion
And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34 they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35 And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots. 36 Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. 37 And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”  (Matthew 27:33-37)

The Death
And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour.  34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 35 And some of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” 36 And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 37 And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. 38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39 And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!”  (Mark 15:33-39)

The Burial 
After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took away his body. 39 Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus[e] by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds[f] in weight. 40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41 Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid.  (John 19:38-41)

The Resurrection
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. 2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. 5 And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.”  (Luke 24:1-7)

What did you come in search of today?

The wait is over – He is yours today!






The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Easter is a special time – but, it is so much more than family, eggs, and fancy clothes.  It is the fulfillment of a promise.  It changed everything.  How?

Tuesday – Paul would later say that if Jesus didn’t come out of the tomb that our faith is worthless.  How is this the most pivotal aspect of our faith and main differentiator with all other religions? 

Wednesday – Jesus rose from the dead and was seen by many witnesses in the 40 days after His resurrection.  How can you see Him and His influence today?

Thursday – God’s victory over evil did not play out as people hoped or expected.  How was God’s plan so much better than what we even hoped for?

Friday – We celebrate Easter every year…yet, it doesn’t happen every year.  Christ died once for our sins and rose once from dead.  We don’t have to wait until next year.  The wait is over.  What are you waiting for to believe?  What are you waiting for to tell those around you?  What are you waiting for?
