[bookmark: _Hlk121604569]The Kingdom of God:  A Kingdom Perspective…

The kingdom of God is referred to over 70 times in the New Testament as God describes His dominion and authority over all.  We are instructed to seek first His kingdom and are to pray that His kingdom come and His will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.  But, where is His kingdom?  What is His kingdom?  And, how can I seek and find it today?  Join us as we seek the kingdom of God and His righteousness.

We said last week that a kingdom is, “the spiritual reign or authority of God”.
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Seek it…
That God’s Kingdom is not of this world
	Now is the time…




The Body processes the physical:  Seeing, Hearing, Smelling, Touching, and Tasting

The Soul processes the response:  Will, Intellect, and Emotion

The Spirit processes the truth:  God

To truly find the Kingdom, we must lose ourselves.  Jesus said it this way:

But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!  You are a hindrance (stumbling block) to me.  For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”  Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  For whoever would save his life (soul) will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.  (Matthew 16:23-25)

You can’t follow Jesus unless you deny yourself.  The original Greek says to deny your “soul”
Will says “I want”
Intellect says “I think”
Emotion says “I feel”

Deny the Flesh…
Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  (Galatians 5:19-21)



Deny your will  “Not what I want…”
Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.  (Ephesians 5:17)

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.  (2 Peter 3:9)

Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
(1 Thessalonians 5:18)

For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people.  (1 Peter 2:15)

	For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality;
	(1 Thessalonians 4:3)

Deny your intellect  “Not what I think…”
For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.  For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot.  Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.  (Romans 8:6-8)

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  (Philippians 4:8)

Deny your emotion  “Not what I feel…”
The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?  (Jeremiah 17:9)

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.  (Proverbs 3:5-6)

Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.  (Colossians 3:12-17)

Jesus is the way…
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Jesus said that to follow Him we must deny ourselves and take up our own cross.  What are you being asked to deny yourself of?  What is your “cross” to bear?

Tuesday – The soul is the part of us that wants, thinks, and feels.  This is the part of us that gets us trouble.  Why?

Wednesday – Jesus gave us the best example of denying self and seeking God’s will in the garden of Gethsemane: Not my will, but your will be done.  He said similar when He taught the disciples to pray.  When have you yielded to the will of God?  Where do you still need to yield to Him?

Thursday – Scripture tells us to “put on” or “clothe” ourselves in goodness.  We can on do this when we seek the kingdom.  How can you start your day by clothing yourself in these?

Friday – Jesus does not instruct us to take up our cross and blaze a new trail.  He doesn’t ask us to go where He is unwilling to go.  He says, “follow me”.  Are you walking in His footsteps?  What steps do you need to take to step in line behind Him?
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