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The kingdom of God is referred to over 70 times in the New Testament as God describes His dominion and authority over all.  We are instructed to seek first His kingdom and are to pray that His kingdom come and His will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.  But, where is His kingdom?  What is His kingdom?  And, how can I seek and find it today?  Join us as we seek the kingdom of God and His righteousness.

God’s kingdom is characterized by His righteousness.  Everything that we do should be characterized by His righteousness.  To see His kingdom is to witness His righteousness.

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  (Matthew 6:33)

Seek Righteosness – through Christ
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit,  (1 Peter 3:18)

Seek Righteosness – be sanctified
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  (1 Thessalonians 5:23)

Sanctification is the process by which the true image and likeness of God is revealed in us and through us.

	Body  --  Soul --  Spirit

Seek Righteosness – it is only righteous when it is “first”
For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  (Matthew 5:20)

	Dr. Ray Stamps: Third Mark of Marturity
The object for Christ’s disciples is not simply service but righteous service.  It is not simply getting the job done, but it demands that we get the job done in a righteous way.  His disciples must always and only serve Him righteously!  They must first and foremost serve Him kindly as He is kind, mercifully as He is merciful, in all goodness and love as He is good and loving, wisely as He is wise and according to the counsel of His Word and His Law.  We must be holy as He is holy, righteous as He is righteous.  This is the idea of seeking first “His righteousness.”




The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Seeking God’s righteousness can only be found through Christ at the cross.  When we try to be righteous, we act like Pharisees.  When we seek His righteousness, we bear His fruit.  How can you tell which is which?

Tuesday – To be sanctified is to be set apart.  Sin sets us apart from God and in the world.  Salvation and sanctification set us apart from the world and in God’s will.  To be sanctified requires we deny the body and soul that the spirit of God would shine forth.  How is God setting you apart?

Wednesday – Sanctification is not an event but a process.  There are gains and losses.  How can seeking first His kingdom and righteousness help there be more gains than losses?

Thursday – Matthew 5 captures the Sermon on the Mount and Jesus’ teaching on acts and motivation.  What is the difference between a good thing and a righteous thing?

Friday – Righteousness should be the motivation before all things.  Righteous living, giving, serving, leading, going, loving, teaching, and everything else.  Where do you need to commit your ways to the Lord and make your acts “righteous” first so that His will is accomplished?
