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Betrothed…

Dearly beloved, we are gathered today as the waiting bride of Christ.  The ceremony is just around the corner and we must be ready.  The Bible refers the church over and over as the bride of Christ.  It describes His love for us and what we can expect from Him.  It details what is expected of us.  We must ready for that day in every way.

When you first meet someone you are on your best behavior.  You look your best and act your best.  
What do you act like? What do you look like? Who pays?

It’s not until a little later that we start to see the whole person.  Next thing you know you are breaking wind in front of each other. That’s not first date material.

That’s why God has us take an oath:

For better and for worse
For Richer or for poorer
In Sickness and in health
To Love and to cherish
And Forsaking all others, keeping only until you
Until death do us part

The Bible refers to us, the church, as His bride.  There are a number of verses and stories that reveal the nature of our relationship with God.

Ephesians 5:25-27
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.

Revelations19:7-9
Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”— for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.”

2 Corinthians 11:2
For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ.

Revelation 21:2
And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

John 3:29
The one who has the bride is the bridegroom.  The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's voice.  Therefore this joy of mine is now complete.

Isaiah 54:5
For your Maker is your husband, the Lord of hosts is his name; and the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer, the God of the whole earth he is called.

Revelation 19:7-8
Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”

Isaiah 62:5
For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your sons marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.

When an engaged couple is preparing to wed they go through premarital counseling to get ready.

Spiritually
Emotionally
Physically
Financially
Family

The church should be just as ready.  Christ is preparing us.  He is purifying us.

Betrothed.
Mary
Hosea

For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ.  (2 Corinthians 11:2)

Sanctified.
Definition:  Set apart as or declared holy.  To consecrate and make holy.  Free from sin.  Pure.

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.  (Ephesians 5:25-27)

Clothed.
Adam/Eve – Joesph’s coat – Christ’s robe

Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”  (Revelation 19:7-8)

Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience,  (Colossians 3:12)

Known.
He knows you.  Do you know Him?

For your Maker is your husband, the Lord of hosts is his name; and the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer, the God of the whole earth he is called.  (Isaiah 54:5)

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Christ is preparing for eternity with us. He is preparing a place and is preparing our hearts. In what ways do we need to get ready?

Tuesday – We are betrothed to Jesus. How should this give the church hope?  How should this challenge the church (us)?

Wednesday – Jesus is sanctifying and setting us apart. What does the church, set apart, look like?  How do we resemble that? Where do we resist this?

Thursday – Brides wear beautiful gowns. What are we to be adorning ourselves with? What have we (Mentor) adorned ourselves with that would show us as His?

Friday – A marriage only works if you know each other and love each other. Jesus knows you better than you know yourself. How well do you know Him? You should really focus on that before eternity is upon us.
