[bookmark: _Hlk68270192][bookmark: _Hlk121604569]Til Death Do Us Part
First Look…

Dearly beloved, we are gathered today as the waiting bride of Christ.  The ceremony is just around the corner and we must be ready.  The Bible refers the church over and over as the bride of Christ.  It describes His love for us and what we can expect from Him.  It details what is expected of us.  We must ready for that day in every way.

There is this concept of “love at first sight”.  People literally fall look at another and in their heart say, “I will marry them someday”.  Others meet, don’t really even like each other and then some force greater than they comprehend is pulling them together.

It wasn’t love at first sight for us…we were 11. Jami and I were boyfriend and girlfriend for 15 days in 6th grade.  We had our first dance together at our 8th grade snowball – Patience by Guns and Roses.  Then, God drew us back together at 16 and we’ve never left each other’s side.

So many memories of the times we’ve shared.  From youth trips to college.  Matching clothes.  Vacations.  Milestones.  But, one of my most fond memories was the first look on our wedding day.

The love in my heart had never been stronger.  The commitment I felt could never be broken as I looked at her standing there with her dad.

We express our intentions and speak our vows.  We eat, dance, celebrate, we honeymoon.  Then, life.

John 6
· Feeding the 5,000
· Jesus Walks on Water
· Jesus says, “I Am the Bread of Life”

60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?”

66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well  (John 6:60, 66-67)

30 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 31 Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 32 But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 33 Peter answered him, “Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away.” 34 Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” 35 Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!” And all the disciples said the same.  (Matthew 26:30-35)






Fatigue.
37 And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 40 And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour?  (Matthew 26:37-40)

Fear.
69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what you mean.”  (Matthew 26:69-70)

Faith.
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”  (John 20:19)

Everything changed with that “first look” of the Risen Savior.  They had only seen a marvel, friend, healer, teacher, miracle worker.  Now, before them, stands a Redeemer, Savior, and God. 

Ephesians 5:25-27
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.

To see Him for who He really is…you have to be in the upper room.  To be the bride of Christ, you have to be part of the church.

How can you be the bride of Christ and never come home.  That’s not a bride.  That’s an ex.

How can you be the bride of Christ and be devoted to anything or anyone else.  That’s an adulterer.

Close your eyes.  Look deep in your heart.  Who do you see?  Choose this day who He is to you.  

For better and for worse
For richer and for poorer
In sickness and in health
To love and to cherish
And forsaking all others, keeping only unto you
Until death do us part

Love made us.  Love draws us.  Love saved us.  Love is calling us to deeper faith.


The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – The message of Jesus was difficult and some walked away.  What is the most challenging aspect of His teaching or following Him for you?

Tuesday – The teaching is one challenge.  Life is the biggest.  How can physical and mental fatigue affect your spiritual wellbeing?

Wednesday – Jesus knew all of this and washed their feet anyway.  He knew all of this and still went to the cross.  Why?

Thursday – Jesus laid His life down for us just as a husband should lay his life down for his wife.  We are to then honor Him with our lives.  How should the church/you honor her Husband?

Friday – Love and commitment is a choice we make each.  How can you strengthen your love and commitment to Christ as part of the body and bride of Christ?
