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The traditional marriage vows include For better and for worse, For richer and for poorer, In sickness and in health, To love and to cherish, And forsaking all others, keeping only unto you Until death do us part.  This commitment is timely, eternal, and important.  Most of it is straight forward…but what about “For better and for worse”?  What is “better” and what is “worse”?

	Better to be dead or alive?  Psalm 84:10
	Better to be right or poor?  Proverbs 19:1
	Better to be hungry or fed?  Proverbs 15:17

God saw that is was not good for man to be alone.  It would be “better” for him to have a mate and a helper.

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.”
So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh.  And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man.  Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”  (Genesis 2:18,21-23)

But, why was it not good for Adam to be alone?  What was a helper “better”?

God give us that answer in Ecclesiastes 4.  Listen where it starts:

There was a man all alone; he had neither son nor brother.  There was no end to his toil,     yet his eyes were not content with his wealth.  “For whom am I toiling,” he asked, “and why am I depriving myself of enjoyment?”  This too is meaningless—a miserable business!  (Ecc 4:8)

Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: If either of them falls down, one can help the other up.  But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them up.  Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm.  But how can one keep warm alone?  Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves.  A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.  (Ecc 4:9-12)

Keep Encouraging.
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.  (Hebrews 10:23-25)

Keep Warm.
And one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that?  (James 2:16)


Keep Safe.
But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil one.  (1 Thessalonians 3:3)

I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.  Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.  (John 17:15-17)

Ephesians 5:25-27
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.

What’s better than one…two.  What’s better than two…three.
	Husband + Wife.
	God + Husband + Wife.
	Father + Son + Holy Spirit.

For better and for worse
For richer and for poorer
In sickness and in health
To love and to cherish
And forsaking all others, keeping only unto you
Until death do us part

The church is better with and NEEDS a Husband – to help us up, keep us warm, and to protect us.
Love made us.  Love draws us.  Love saved us.  Love is calling us to deeper faith.

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – In life we are always pursuing better: self, intelligence, things, etc.  How do you define “better” and “worse”?  Are those revealing God to you and those around you?

Tuesday – God saw that it was not good for Adam to be alone.  Why?  Why is not good for us to be alone – as a person, from community, from church?

Wednesday – Two is better than one – but can still be broken.  How?  A cord of three can’t be broken as long as God is the third strand.  What surrogates do we try to use instead of God?

Thursday – Jesus is faithful to protect us from evil.  We must do our part as well.  What must we do as individuals and the church to avoid and flee evil?

Friday – Love and commitment is a choice we make each.  How can you strengthen your love and commitment to Christ as part of the body and bride of Christ?
