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The traditional marriage vows include “For Better and For Worse, For richer and for poorer, In sickness and in health”.  For Richer and For Poorer seems straight forward until you examine true wealth.  Earthly wealth promises a security it cannot deliver.  So, what is rich and what is poor?  How are we prepare ourselves as the bride of Christ? 

Scripture is filled with the great juxtaposition that being rich and poor are both good and bad.  This is consistent with all scripture in that its true meaning is more than skin deep.

The definition of “rich” is having a great deal, plentiful, and abundance.  The real question is not the amount of abundance…but what you have in abundance.

The superficial understanding of this is that money is evil and poverty is to be desired.  The real answer is found somewhere in between.  We must have money to live…period.  We must not live to have money…period.  Jesus said, “You cannot serve God and money.”

· The young pursue tangible riches – for identity
· The young marriage pursues advancement – for security
· Maturity brings wealth into perspective – for purpose

Jesus Teaches.
Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, and he saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins.  And he said, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them.  For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”  (Luke 21:1-4)

Jesus Clarifies.
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.  (John 10:10)

Jesus Promises.
But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  (Matthew 6:33)

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.  (Romans 15:13)

And the Lord will guide you continually and satisfy your desire in scorched places and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail.  (Isaiah 58:11)

And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.  (Philippians 4:19)



Jesus Instructs.
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  (Matthew 6:19-21)

Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’  For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all.  But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  (Matthew 6:31-33)

Jesus Saves.
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  (Romans 6:23)

The church must follow this same direction.  We must seek first His kingdom and righteousness.  We must use the resources we have to feed, clothe, and bless those we can.  We must use our resources and voice to tell about Jesus baptizing in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

That begins in each of our own hearts.

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – We pursue tangible things in our youth for identity.  Why?  How does that perspective change over time?

Tuesday – God never says that working and being smart with your resources is bad.  He does warn that the pursuit of riches is fleeting and dangerous for us and can make the path to Heaven more challenging.  How so?  How can we avoid these dangers?

Wednesday – True abundance is not found in the things of this world, because they are all temporary.  The only true treasure is eternal.  What can you pursue in abundance that will last forever?

Thursday – Jesus promises to provide for us abundantly.  What do you lack today?  What do you want for?  What do you need?  In what ways are you working to get there?

Friday – The greatest thing you can have in abundance is love.  Love received and love given.  Where do you need to be more generous in this with those around you?
