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Marriage is a sacred promise that stretches from “I Do” to “Goodbye for now” and everything in between.  This spans all the phases and seasons of life and our own development as individuals.

Lewis Smedes wrote a book called The Power of Promise.  In it he says, “My wife has been married to five men and everyone of them is me.”  What he is talking about is the dramatic change and personal evolution he went through physically, emotionally, and spiritually throughout the course of their marriage.  And, it really struck me.

Jami and I will celebrate our 25th Wedding Anniversary on Tuesday, September 5.  During those twenty-five years…Jami has been married to at least three (3) men (and I use that term loosely) and all of them have been me.

You see, when we married we were just kids.  We were high school sweethearts who would sit on the phone all night and dream of our lives together.  We talked about running away to get married.  We would work and struggle but it would be worth it because we would have each other.  Thankfully, Jami’s parents convinced us to wait…but on September 5, 1998…two kids got married.

Jami married a boy who thought he knew everything.  I had the world by the tale, could do no wrong, and was being rewarded by the world for my pride.

Just a year or so later we found out we were going to have a baby.  Will Chowning was on his way and it was time for a boy to become a man.  I began to second guess my hypothesis that I indeed knew everything.  You see, I was going to have to learn how to change a diaper and feed a baby.  I was going to have to be more attentive to my wife, her emotions, and this new responsibility.

Will, Sophie, and Wes arrived.  We experienced the greatest joys and sorrows.  We began losing precious family.  Better and worse.

We did ok financially, but we wanted/needed to keep up with the Joneses.  Our pride and appetite for spending nearly ruined us financially.  Richer and poorer.

Jami was diagnosed with MS about a year after Wes arrived.  Sickness and health.

Through all of this we have remained faithful to one another physically…but, careers, parenting, and life can steal our attention from each other.  The identities we evolve into can feel like different people in the eyes we see.  Yet, through all of this the thread that stretches from a kid to the man you see before you today is a promise.  A promise to remain faithful and to love and cherish until death do us part.  That is the power of a God sized promise to stay together come what may.
It is no different with the church.



1 Peter 2:2-3
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation—if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
Ephesians 4:14
As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;
1 Corinthians 13:11
When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways.

The church, made up of us as believers, changes dramatically as we grow and mature in our faith.  We, as the Bride of Christ, go from being Sinner  Saved  Children of God.  Through these better and worse, richer and poorer, sickness and health…the thread that remains true through these is God’s promise.

We see God keeping the promises He made to Noah, Abraham, and David.  Those promises stretch far beyond those individuals and they apply DIRECTLY to us.  Why?  Because the promise was made by God to His people, the believers, assembled as the church – His bride.  And, there are promises still being kept today:

He Will Forgive Us
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  (1 John 1:9)

He Will Never Forsake Us
Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  (Hebrews 13:5)

He Will Return For Us
“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God;[a] believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?[b] 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.  (John 14:1-3)

Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.  (John 14:21)

The vows we declare to God are to forsake all others and keep only unto Him until death do us part.  Yet, many find themselves today with 1 foot in the church and 1 foot in the world.  I heard it said, “You’ve got just enough church that you can’t enjoy the world and just enough world to not enjoy the church.”  This may describe you today.



Church is time to pick which side of the fence you will live on.  It is time to choose.  Do you want God or do you want this world?  One leads to temporary comfort and artificial comfort.  The other is a peace and love that surpasses all understanding and lasts for all time.  One digs us deeper into a pit of despair and the other lifts us, dries our tears, and equips us come what may.

God is inviting you today to put your whole heart in His hands.  He is faithful and true.

God is calling you by name today.  He is asking if you want Him.  May your answer be, “I Do”.


The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Throughout the Old Testament God demonstrated that He is a jealous God.  Why is God so jealous of our love, affection, and faith?

Tuesday – God remains faithful and true to us come what may.  Why do we find it so easy to depart from Him when the going gets tough or uncomfortable?

Wednesday – A monogamous relationship with God is required by God and good for us.  What are the things we “lust” for in this life that He considers unfaithfulness?

Thursday – It is never too late to stop, turn around, and make it right.  God will do all the work if we will simply stop and turn around.  What do you need to stop and turn from today?

Friday – We must choose for ourselves which we will choose.  We can’t have 1 foot in and 1 foot out.  What have you held back from Him?  It is time to be all in.
