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Marriage vows are promises and covenants between bride and groom with God.  They reflect the real conditions of life and set the stage for perseverance in good times and bad, when rich and poor, and in sickness and in health.  These are commitments to one another that our love will endure come what may.  The most challenging of these is sickness.  Why does God allow illness and death?  What does it mean for us body, mind, and soul?  How can we be well.

The Body Was Last To Be Sick.
The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it.  And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”  (Genesis 2:15-17)

The Wages of Sin is Death.
Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned—for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law.  Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.  (Romans 5:12-14)

We Die Like Adam.  We Raise With Christ.
So is it with the resurrection of the dead.  What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable.  It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory.  It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power.  It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.  Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit.  But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual.  The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven.  As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven.  Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven.  (1 Corinthians 15:42-49)

It Is Well With My Soul.
Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.  For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality.  When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:

“Death is swallowed up in victory.”
“O death, where is your victory?
O death, where is your sting?
(1 Corinthians 15:51-55)



The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – We often associate “illness” only in physical form.  It applies to all parts of life.  What areas of your life can be unwell?  How is your “health”?

Tuesday – The soul was first to be “ill” as it rebelled against God.  That led to physical sickness and death.  Why do we blame God for our struggles and pain?

Wednesday – Our illness is one thing…when those we love most are ill is quite another.  How can God use even these for good?

Thursday – The Psalmist wrote in 119 that “it is good that I was afflicted” because it revealed his need for God and drew him close.  Where do you count it pure joy and why?

Friday – Jesus took on our sin and died physically and spiritually that we may live.  How can you express your faith and gratitude to Him for this amazing gift of eternal life?
