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The last few weeks we have discussed the marriage vows.  To this point we have seen the commitments we make to one another and as the church with Christ.  Those commitments are intended to thrive and survive:

For better and for worse
For richer and for poorer
In sickness and in health
To love and to cherish
And forsaking all others, keeping only unto you
Until death do us part

To “Love and to Cherish” is different than the others because it doesn’t describe the conditions in which we commit, but rather the action to which we commit.

Love is not natural.
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.  (Galatians 6:22-23)

A matter of will.
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’  But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.  For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?  And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others?  Do not even the Gentiles do the same?  You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.  (Matthew 5:43-48)

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.  (1 John 3:16)

but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  (Romans 5:8)

To love and to cherish.
He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.  (John 21:17)

For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, because we are members of his body.  “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.”  This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.  (Ephesians 5:29-32)



The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Faith, hope, and love remain – and love it s the greatest.  Who, in this life, has truly loved you?  How do you know they loved you?  In what ways did they demonstrate their love for you?

Tuesday – Love is a act of intention.  We must choose in good times and in bad.  When do you find it “toughest” to love?  Who do you find it toughest to love?

Wednesday – To cherish to regard and treasure.  God cherishes us above the rest of creation.  Why?  How are we do cherish Him in return?

Thursday – The places we spend our time, talent, treasure, and prayer reveal what and whom we treasure.  What would these say about what you cherish?  Do you need to change your priorities?

Friday – Jesus asked Peter if he loved Him.  Peter said, “yes”.  Jesus replied, “feed my sheep”.  The lesson for us is that to love is to cherish.  To love is to act.  How do your actions reveal your faith and agape love for God?
