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Life is filled with choices and consequences.  Often what we think is a “treat” is anything but.  And, we know to be a “trick” is used for our gain.  Things are not always what they seem.  So, how can we know what is real and what is disguised?  How can we receive the “treats” God has in store for us and be a treat to others?  Join us as we go door to door in scripture – trick-or-treat! 

The practice of trick-or-treating began in Scotland and Ireland back in the 1800’s.  People, kids and adults, would go door to door “guising”.  They would be in costume put on a small performance in front of the home to be rewarded with food or “treats”.  The phrase “trick-or-treat” first appeared in an Alberta Canada newspaper article reporting pranksters going house to house demanding treats by threatening tricks.  No candy, no peace! 

	Let’s Make a Deal

The original “trick”
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made.  He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”  And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’”  But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die.  For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
(Matthew 13:31-32)

All the glitters is not gold
And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.”  But he answered, “It is written, “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”  Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written,  “‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’”  Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’”  Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.  And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’”  (Matthew 4:3-10)

Satan is still tempting
But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.  (2 Corinthians 11:3)

And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.  (2 Corinthians11:14)



Which door will you choose
Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.  (Revelation 3:20)

For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul?  (Mark 8:36)


The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Satan is the original example of choosing poorly. He saw glory beyond his reach and gave up what he had for a chance at it. He lost his home, his God, and all he had. How are we faced with the same choices daily?

Tuesday – It was not enough for satan to lose his spot in God’s kingdom…no, he wants to take us all down with him. The trick is simple – have you second guess God’s Word.  Do you know it well enough to not be deceived? Are you willing to deny yourself and seek Him first?  How so?

Wednesday – When satan tempted Jesus…Jesus answered with the truth of God’s Word.  Jesus leaned on this in the face of temptation.  What scripture do you lean on in times of struggle?

Thursday – We are staring at the open doors of Heaven.  We see what is behind the door yet we still trade it (little by little) for what the world offers.  Why do we do this?  

Friday – Jesus is at the door knocking.  He is trying to get your attention and redirect you through all that life (and sometimes our own choices) throws at us.  How is God trying to get your attention today?  He is knocking…will you answer?
