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Life is filled with choices and consequences.  Often what we think is a “treat” is anything but.  And, we know to be a “trick” is used for our gain.  Things are not always what they seem.  So, how can we know what is real and what is disguised?  How can we receive the “treats” God has in store for us and be a treat to others?  Join us as we go door to door in scripture – trick-or-treat! 

Life is filled with choices and decisions.  We make those decisions largely on what and how we are feeling at that moment.  We make decisions based on what feels good and what benefits us.  Many times, we choose the temporary at the expense of the eternal.  

People…
And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas.  So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?”  For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up.  Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream.”  Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus.  The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.”
(Matthew 27:16-21)

Money…
Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, “What will you give me if I deliver him over to you?” And they paid him thirty pieces of silver.  And from that moment he sought an opportunity to betray him.  (Matthew 26:14-16)

Fear…
Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.”  But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what you mean.”  And when he went out to the entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.”  And again he denied it with an oath: “I do not know the man.”  After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are one of them, for your accent betrays you.”  Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know the man.” And immediately the rooster crowed.  (Matthew 26:69-74)

Anger…
One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him,[d] saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!”  (Luke 23:39)

But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?  And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.”  And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.  (Luke 23:40-43)
The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Many factors drive the decisions we make.  Other people have a significant role in our decisions.  This includes people from our past and present.  Who have been the most negative and positive influences in your life?  Who influenced your faith the most?  Why?

Tuesday – Our flesh reacts to situations and we make decisions based on fear, pride, money, anger, and so much more.  How can fear direct you to make short term decisions with long term impacts?

Wednesday – Pride is a mixture of flesh and fear.  We want to fit in and be perceived well so we act certain ways.  How has pride gotten you in trouble in the past and how do you keep it in check?

Thursday – Anger is a concept we don’t always talk about in faith…but, it is real.  Questions like, “Why did my person suffer and die?  Why did this happen to me?  How could a good God allow this?”  How do you resolve these emotions to see the true heart of God?  

Friday – There is a choice and there is hope.  When we choose Jesus over fear, anger, pride, and self – He promises us His presence forever.  How can look past self to see Jesus?
