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Life is filled with choices and consequences.  Often what we think is a “treat” is anything but.  And, we know to be a “trick” is used for our gain.  Things are not always what they seem.  So, how can we know what is real and what is disguised?  How can we receive the “treats” God has in store for us and be a treat to others?  Join us as we go door to door in scripture – trick-or-treat! 

Satan has been trying to trick us from the beginning.  Jesus was, is, and ever will be the greatest “treat” we can experience.  We can know the true Word of God by following His teaching and life.  We can know the true Word of God by following the invitations He provides us. 

Here are just a few of the invitations Jesus extends to us:

Come and see…
Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?”  He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour.  (John 1:38-39)

Come and be…
And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  (Matthew 4:19)

Come and do…
But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.”  (Matthew 14:16)

Come and go…
And he called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal.  (Luke 9:1-2)

The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!”  And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.  Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you.  Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

The devil doesn’t care if you come to church, sing a few songs, raise your hands, or give a little money…as long as you don’t change.  The change he fears most is acceptance of God’s Word and pursuit of the One it is written about.

As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.  (Genesis 50:20)

But Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”  (Matthew 19:26)
The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Jesus has been extending an invitation to be reunited with God.  Sin separates and grace unites.  How have heard, felt, and/or sensed Jesus inviting you to follow Him?

Tuesday – First, He invites to come and see the visual proof.  How have you seen God at work through Christ?  How have you seen with your own eyes who God is?

Wednesday – Jesus calls us to see but also to be changed.  The evidence of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection should change us.  How has Christ radically changed you?

Thursday – After seeing and being changed by God, through Christ, He invites us to join Him in His work.  How are doing the work He set before you and the church? 

Friday – Ultimately, Jesus invites (commands) us to GO and baptize in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  How are fulfilling the Great Commission today?
