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Life is filled with choices and consequences.  Often what we think is a “treat” is anything but.  And, we know to be a “trick” is used for our gain.  Things are not always what they seem.  So, how can we know what is real and what is disguised?  How can we receive the “treats” God has in store for us and be a treat to others?  Join us as we go door to door in scripture – trick-or-treat! 

Satan has been trying to trick us from the beginning.  Paul later wrote to Timothy saying, “For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.  As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.”

Is that what God said?  The trick and truth.  Here are five things Jesus never said:

Follow your heart…
When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “One thing you still lack.  Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”

Be true to yourself…
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  (Matthew 16:24)

Believe in yourself…
Let not your hearts be troubled.  Believe in God; believe also in me.  (John 14:1)

As long as you are happy…
For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul?  (Matthew 16:26)

Live out your truth…
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.  (John 14:6)

All clutter falls into two very broad categories:
	Memory Clutter
	Might Need Clutter
One of these ties us to the past.  The other awaits an imagined and improbable future.  Both prevent us from truly living and experiencing today.	

The devil doesn’t care if you come to church, sing a few songs, raise your hands, or give a little money…as long as you don’t change.  The change he fears most is acceptance of God’s Word and pursuit of the One it is written about.


The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Jesus said, “and you will know the truth and the truth will set you free”.  What and how can the truth “set you free”?  What un-truth are you shackled to?

Tuesday – Satan has been filling our ears and flesh with doubt and “certainty” about what God says or means.  How is he trying to so mildly change God’s Word that it separates you from Him?

Wednesday – What is something God has recently revealed to you as truth in His Word and character?  How did He reveal this to you?

Thursday – The message is clear.  Don’t be conformed by this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind—then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is.  How and what will God use to transform your mind?  (hint:  His Word) 

Friday – We must let go of all the clutter in our minds, pasts, and hoped futures to experience God in this moment.  The past is gone and the future is not promised.  What must you let go of to fully experience the Living God today?
