[bookmark: _Hlk121604569]VBS 2024:  Courage in Captivity…

Mentor Church exists to effectively present the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  We do this by investing in students and outreach efforts that by serving, we lead one another into God’s presence.  Camp and VBS are important parts of that investment.  They are immersive experiences where students see the Bible come alive and can choose Christ for themselves.  They also provide valuable opportunities to participate in reaching the next generation for our volunteer ambassadors.

Babylon:  Daniel’s Courage in Captivity.

The book of Daniel chronicles a period of about 70 years, from 605 B.C. to 536 B.C., where God’s people are defeated, removed (exiled) from their homeland, and held in captivity by neighboring Babylon.  The book is filled with stories of faith, courage, and deliverance.  It is also filled with prophecy about kingdoms, end times, and the imminent arrival of a Savior.

We will explore, experience, and teach those themes this week at VBS.  Let’s immerse ourselves in the Book of Daniel to prepare our hearts to lead the children.  

Monday -- When things change, God is with you.
Enemies capture Daniel and his friends and take them to Babylon (Daniel 1)

5 Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  (Hebrews 13:5)

Tuesday -- When you need help, God is with you.
Daniel interprets Nebuchadnezzar's dream (Daniel 2)

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  (Psalm 46:1)

Wednesday -- When you're afraid, God is with you.
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and the fiery furnace (Daniel 3)

10 fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.  (Isaiah 41:10)

Thursday -- When you're lonely, God is with you.
Daniel prays, even though it means he might get into trouble (Daniel 6:1-16)

20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  (Matthew 28:20)




Friday -- When you're thankful, God is with you.
God saves Daniel from the lions (Daniel 6:16-28)

34 Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!
(1 Chronicles 16:34))

So, what does all of this mean for us?  EVERYTHING!  These words, themes, and truths are just as much for our hearts and souls as they are for children.

We are living in captivity, immersed in a foreign culture, and in great peril – yet, GOD IS WITH YOU!

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Read Daniel 1:1-21.  Daniel is taken into captivity and demonstrates great faithfulness.
Prayer:  O Lord our God, maker of the heavens and earth.  We love you and yield to your goodness and mercy.  Let the children see that even when things change, you are with them.  Produce salvation through these efforts and receive all of the glory in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

Tuesday – Read Daniel 2.  Daniel interprets a dream, reveals God’s truth, and is promoted.
Prayer:  O Lord our God, maker of the heavens and earth.  We love you and yield to your goodness and mercy.  Let the children see that when we need help, you are with them.  Produce salvation through these efforts and receive all of the glory in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  

Wednesday – Read Daniel 3.  We learn about idols, images, and faith in persecution.
Prayer:  O Lord our God, maker of the heavens and earth.  We love you and yield to your goodness and mercy.  Let the children see that even when we are afraid, you are with them.  Produce salvation through these efforts and receive all of the glory in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

Thursday – Read Daniel 6:1-16.  Daniel remains faithful even though it may cost him.
Prayer:  O Lord our God, maker of the heavens and earth.  We love you and yield to your goodness and mercy.  Let the children see that even when we are lonely, you are with them.  Produce salvation through these efforts and receive all of the glory in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

Friday – Read Daniel 6:16-28.  God saves Daniel from the lions.
Prayer:  O Lord our God, maker of the heavens and earth.  We love you and yield to your goodness and mercy.  Let the children see that when we are thankful, you are with them.  Produce salvation through these efforts and receive all of the glory in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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