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Mentor Church exists to effectively present the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  We do this by investing in students and outreach efforts that by serving, we lead one another into God’s presence.  Camp and VBS are important parts of that investment.  They are immersive experiences where students see the Bible come alive and can choose Christ for themselves.  They also provide valuable opportunities to participate in reaching the next generation for our volunteer ambassadors.

Babylon:  Daniel’s Courage in Captivity.

The book of Daniel chronicles a period of about 70 years, from 605 B.C. to 536 B.C., where God’s people are defeated, removed (exiled) from their homeland, and held in captivity by neighboring Babylon.  The book is filled with stories of faith, courage, and deliverance.  It is also filled with prophecy about kingdoms, end times, and the imminent arrival of a Savior.

Today, we will discuss one of the most popular events:  Daniel in the lion’s den
Daniel 6
· Daniel’s name means “God is my Judge”
· Daniel was in his early 80’s at this time
· This story is not about Daniel or lions

New King – Same Daniel
6 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to be throughout the whole kingdom; 2 and over them three high officials, of whom Daniel was one, to whom these satraps should give account, so that the king might suffer no loss. 3 Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the other high officials and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him. And the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. 4 Then the high officials and the satraps sought to find a ground for complaint against Daniel with regard to the kingdom, but they could find no ground for complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, and no error or fault was found in him. 5 Then these men said, “We shall not find any ground for complaint against this Daniel unless we find it in connection with the law of his God.”  (Daniel 6:1-5)

Same Daniel – Same God
16 Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast into the den of lions. The king declared to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!” 17 And a stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and with the signet of his lords, that nothing might be changed concerning Daniel. 18 Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no diversions were brought to him, and sleep fled from him.  (Daniel 6:16-18)

Same God – Same Power
19 Then, at break of day, the king arose and went in haste to the den of lions. 20 As he came near to the den where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of anguish. The king declared to Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?” 21 Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever! 22 My God sent his angel and shut the lions' mouths, and they have not harmed me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I have done no harm.” 23 Then the king was exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his God.  (Daniel 6:19-23)

Same Power – Same Deliverance
25 Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth: “Peace be multiplied to you. 26 I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to tremble and fear before the God of Daniel, for he is the living God, enduring forever; his kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his dominion shall be to the end.  27 He delivers and rescues; he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth, he who has saved Daniel from the power of the lions.”  28 So this Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian.  (Daniel 6:25-28)

· What the children heard this week.
· A question and answer for the ages.
· A response for eternity.
· “Say you are sorry”
· “Say you love Him”

This is not a message for children.  This is a message for all of us!  Choose Him today!

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Daniel is filled with signs from God.  His people were defeated, captured, and exiled due to separating themselves from God.  When have you felt distant from God?  How did you get there?

Tuesday – God never left or forgot His people and continued to reveal Himself to them.  God’s power was on full display.  When/how have you witnessed it with your own eyes?  

Wednesday – Daniel faced adversity/persecution for doing the right thing.  He chose God over his own wants and needs.  How is God asking you to do the same?

Thursday – The king didn’t want harm to come to Daniel and God revealed Himself to the king and so many more through this.  How can God use your “lion’s den” to reach people around you?

Friday – Daniel coming out of the lion’s den foreshadows Jesus coming out of the tomb.  The book is filled with prophecy that is seen paralleled in Revelation.  God is still saving people.  Who in your family/sphere needs to experience the living God?  Write their name somewhere you can see it.
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